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Dear Members,

Welcome to the latest edition of the eNews. This is a bumper issue containing more 
photos than ever before covering the top ten photos from December 2012 and 
January 2013 for both DSLR and Compact camera and CSC categories.

This issue has some new features, which we hope will be appearing on a regular 
basis in the upcoming issues. The first new feature lists the first three photos with the 
most LIKEs from the PAGE for the month of January. The second feature is “12 
minutes with…”, this is a question and answer piece with one of our members on a 
topic which we think will be of interest to all members. This month we feature Doug 
Anderson telling us about his decision to change from a DSLR to a Mirrorless 
camera. The third feature will be to inform our members of upcoming photo 
competitions with additional information on what the judges will be looking for when 
choosing the winning photos.

The “Spotlight UW Macro Photographer” this month, features Iyad Suleyman who 
was born in Ukraine but now lives in the United Arab Emirates. Iyad has a terrific 
portfolio for our members to enjoy.

Henry Jager is back in Focus on Compact Camera, part 7. This time informing us 
about contrast and colours, giving practical examples for each topic.

In this issue there is a fascinating article from Bent Christensen on the psychology of 
photographing venomous sea snakes and the interesting reactions from people who 
see his photos.  

We have the winning photos from the Underwater 2012 Lembeh Shootout at Nad, 
and our survey question is an update on which brand of camera our members prefer.

We now have over 4,400 members in our Group and over 5,000 LIKEs in our Page.   

I would like to thank Raffaele Livornese for the beautiful cover photo, Iyad Suleyman 
for a great portfolio profile and photos, Henry Jager for another great compact 
camera series, Doug Anderson for sharing his experience with his new camera, Bent 
Christensen for the Seasnake article and photos, Marcello Di Francesco for 
answering questions from the photo competitions, EunJae Im for results and photos 
from the shootout, Chris Spence for admin work and survey questions and articles 
and also Frederic Juneau, Chris Kroll and Evie Go  for working hard on the Group 
and the Page. Great work everyone, appreciate that.

57
Underwater.kr 2012 Lembeh Shootout at NAD Result



December 2012 - Top 10 DSLR Photos
(in no particular order)
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Qing Lin Xanth Huang
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Henry Jager (Switzerland)

Title :    Emperor Shrimp on Chromodoris

Critters name :    Emperor shrimp (Periclimenes imperator) and
                            Nudibranch (Chromodoris leopardus)

Location taken :     Kubu, Bali, Indonesia

Personal Website :    www.conartix-photo.ch

Camera and Lens :    Olympus E-5 and Zuiko 50mm macro lens 
                                   plus 1.4x teleconverter

Housing and Strobes :   BS Kinetics Lut and Seaflash 150d

Camera Setting :    F9, 1/250 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

When I met this buddy team, the emperor  shrimp was located on the 
back of the nudibranch. I made a few shots but then I waited to 
observe the situation. The emperor slowly moved forward to the head 
and I was able to make this shot. My recommendation is to not be 
satisfied with the first moment only, but to take your time to observe, 
how the situation evolves. This allows you also to predict the 
movement of the nudibranch so that you can take a good position.
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Alex Tyrrell (Thailand)

Title :    Wonderpus vs. Mantis Shrimp

Critters name :    Wonderpus (Wunderpus photogenicus)
and Pink Earned Mantis Shrimp (Odontodactylus latirostris)

Location taken :     Dauin, Negros Oriental, Philippines

Personal Website :    www.dive4photos.com

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and 
                                  Tokina 35mm Macro 

Housing and Strobes :   Subal and 2 x INON Z240 

Additional equipment add on :  Sola600 Focus Light

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/320 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

It was the first dive of the day and I was in search of the sought after Octopus, the Wonderpus which can be quite active at this time of the morning and are 
sometimes found out of their hole hunting for food. I was hoping to get some behaviour shots of the hunting technique that this species employ to catch their prey, 
whereby they use the skin between their legs to engulf the unfortunate victim like a large fishing-net. When I found a Wonderpus, I initially kept my distance so as 
not to disturb its natural behaviour and began to follow it around. I crept in closer and took a few test shots to dial in the correct exposure. It didn't take long for 
the Wonderpus to ignore me and continue it's predatory behaviour, using it's tentacles to explore the holes beneath the rubble substrate for a tasty meal. It then 
flushed a Pink Earned Mantis Shrimp from its hole that was a fraction of it's size and a stand-off ensured as they sized each other up. With my exposure settings 
already dialled-in, I waited in anticipation, with my eye glued to the View Finder and my finger on the shutter release, focus locked and ready to shoot. Suddenly 
the Mantis Shrimp leapt towards the Wonderpus and I pressed the shutter release just before it batted it off with an arm. The quick shutter speed froze the action 
and caught the Mantis Shrimp in mid-water, just before the impact of the Wonderpus' tentacle sent it sprawling! After the Mantis Shrimp got slapped away by the 
Wonderpus they both recommenced the stand off, sizing each other up again for a few seconds. The Wonderpus had second thoughts after the first encounter 
with the feisty little Mantis Shrimp though, and decided the best course of action would be to retreat into a nearby hole in the sand and disappearing out of sight, 
leaving the much smaller Mantis Shrimp to live another day.
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Boz Johnson (USA)

Title :    Crowded House

Critters name :    Peppermint Shrimp in Azure Vase 
                           Sponge with Brittle Star

Location taken :     Bonaire

Personal Website :    www.bozdesigns.net

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D800 and Nikon 60mm 
                                   Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Ikelite and 2 x Ikelite DS161

Additional equipment add on :  Sola600 Focus Light

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/100 sec, ISO 250

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I am lighting this Sponge from the side (or bottom in this shot) with a hand-held Sola 600 focus light, and my strobes are close 
to the lens at 9 and 12 o'clock, I am holding the camera with one hand and am upside down shooting into the sponge.

I think proper buoyancy is the most important step to underwater photography, especially macro. Learning to move slightly 
with breathing, and fighting a current while trying to get a close shot is challenging but important if you don't want to damage 
anything on the reef.
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René B. Andersen (Denmark)

Title :    Monster

Critters name :    Amphipoda

Location taken :     Sognefjorden, Norway

Personal Website :    www.uvgalleri.dk

Camera and Lens :   Nikon D7000 and Nikon 105mm 
                                  Plus Nikon Teleconverter 2.0

Housing and Strobes :   Hugyfot and Ikelite DS-160

Additional equipment add on :  Sola600 Focus Light

Camera Setting :    F25, 1/100 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I was looking for nudibranches when I saw several of the small animals as the one sitting on top but they were too small to get a good 
picture with details, but after a little searching I saw the big one which was eating of the strain as it was climbing up, after adjusted camera 
and took some pictures of it alone, I saw the little sit on top and thought it would be a good picture with both of them, I wait for the big climb 
far enough up so I could get both clearly the picture and tried to get as many details into the picture, after adjusted aperture and light I could 
see its eyes and feelers that image was sharp, it was a bit difficult because there was much dirt in the water so it gave some backscatter.

I bet on that they would both stay and not run away and my patience paid off and I manage to get this photo.
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Sherry Hsu (Taiwan)

Title :    Hello!

Critters name :    Nudibranch (Bullock's Hypselodoris)

Location taken :     Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Personal Website :    facebook.com/sherry.hsu.169

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and Nikon 105mm 
                                   VR Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Anthis Nexus and INON Z240

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Additional equipment add on :  INON Snoot

Camera Setting :    F18, 1/250 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This is my first trip using snoot and I fall in love with it very soon. It was quite hard to use a snoot at the beginning. I tried so many times 
and most of the time I can not snoot at the right place I expect. After so many try and error I learned 2 ways to use it. First way, I test my 
snoot on shooting a same size non-moving subject and predefined my subject's positions in the picture (or I should say the lights position), 
after I see the result I want, I locked strobe arm at the same position then I go to shoot the moving subject and only shoot when the subject 
is right at my predefined position. The other way, in fact is how I got this shot, this is maybe the best way especially when the subject is 
moving fast. I had my talent dive guide/ dive buddy help me for the snoot. It sounds like a lazy but efficient way. Very important, your dive 
guide has to know where you’re shooting and which position you like for your snoot/lighting. This shot is showing that me and my best dive 
guide was having a great tacit understanding so that we can get a good result. Other than Snoot, just need a lot of patience and luck to get 
the good movement of  the nudibranch.
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Enrico Pati (Italy)

Title :    The Hunter

Critters name :    Sepiola sp

Location taken :     Santa Caterina (LE), Italy

Personal Website :    flickr.com/photos/ 
                                  30667358@N06/sets/

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D700 and Nikon 105mm 

Housing and Strobes :   Subal and 2 x Subtronic Maxi

Camera Setting :    F32, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I got this shot in a night dive.

A lot of small crustaceans were attracted by pilot and focus light near the camera, so I think that the small creature Sepiola takes 
advantage about this situation to get its prey.

It's a lucky shot and maybe, just a moment later and it will be worse or better.
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Pietro Cremone (Italy)

Title :    Blenny face

Critters name :    Blue head blenny

Location taken :     Eilat, Israel

Personal Website :    www.cremone.it

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D800 and Nikon 105mm VR Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and Sea&Sea YS-D1

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Additional equipment add on :   Sola 500 focus light

Camera Setting :    F25, 1/125 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Shooting these small and funny animals is never too easy, they have 
rapid movements and are very shy, so you need to be very patient and 
wait until the fish becomes familiar with you.

For this shot, I waited until the blenny peeked out of a rock in a high 
position, so I could reach a pleasant portrait with a good eye contact, 
and a pleasant dark background.
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Qing Lin (China)

Title :    Goby & Eggs

Critters name :    Dinah's Goby and Eggs

Location taken :     Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Camera and Lens :    Canon 5D Mark II and Canon 
                                  100mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Sea&Sea and 2 x Sea&Sea 
                                       YS-250

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F29, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

When we found it, the fish kept staying in the cave and would not turn up, we had no choice but gave up. The next day we decided 
to try our luck again. This time we were surprised to see it rest on a log beside the cave.  Then every 1 or 2 minutes it would swim 
from the cave to the small log and stayed on the log for a few seconds. Nothing special was found until the time the photograph 
was zoomed in, we found a file of spawn which should be newly produced!  We adjusted the shooting angle immediately and here 
we have this picture!
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Xanth Huang (Taiwan)

Title :    Elegance

Critters name :    Nudibranch (Doto sp.)

Location taken :     Tulamben, Bali, Indonesia

Personal Website :   facebook.com/XanthHuang

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and Nikon 
                                  105mm Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and 2 x  
                                      Sea&Sea YS-110α

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/200 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I knew that the donut Nudibranch is specialty of Tulamben before I got there. It was on the list of my must-see 
critters of Tulamben. But I was too busy to concentrate on it because of too many interesting critters were all 
around.

Thankfully, the guide showed me this one and I took some pictures from different angles at our last dive. This 
picture shows its beauty of elegance that's why I like it the most.
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Moritz Drabusenigg (Indonesia)

Title :    Hairy Chicken

Critters name :    Hairy Algae Shrimp

Location taken :     Ambon, Indonesia

Personal Website :   www.divingmaluku.com

Camera and Lens :    Canon 600D and Canon 60mm Macro 

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and INON Z240

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Additional equipment add on :   Dismounted strobe diffuser 

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Well, the hardest thing about this shot is to find a skilled guide who can 
actually spot them! "Stoner" from Maluku Divers in Ambon was able to 
find this shrimp on three days in a row. It took me several tryout shots to 
configure my camera setting and work out a good perspective. On the 
third day of shooting I finally found some time alone with this tiny 
creature and used my spare strobe diffuser and US$2 shaving mirror to 
make the shrimp "pop" out. Orange hair work great in front of a mirror 
back-lit strobe diffuser. I had to use these gadgets as I only use a single 
INON Z240. Wet diopters helped to get sharp details without over 
excessive cropping. Small little creatures...



January 2013 - Top 10 DSLR Photos
(in no particular order)
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Davide Lopresti

Alistair Merrifield

Ian Shaw Raoul Caprez

Rudolf Svensen

Steve Smith
Bent Christensen

Raffaele Livornese

Giuseppe Pignataro Mark Fuller
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Alistair Merrifield (Australia)

Title :    Nudi love

Critters name :      Nudibranch (Hypselodoris bennetti)

Location taken :     Sydney, Australia

Personal Website :   flickr.com/photos/alistairkiwi/

Camera and Lens :    Canon 400D and Canon 60mm 
                                  macro

Housing and Strobes :   Ikelite and 2 x Ikelite DS-160

Camera Setting :    F16, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This nudibranch pair was positioned perfectly on top of a bommie (a rock or coral outcrop). My 60mm macro lens was perfect for 
fitting the two nudibranchs within the frame; my 100mm lens would have been more difficult (on a cropped sensor camera).

I needed to keep both nudibranchs sharp, so I used a smaller f-stop (f16). I could have chosen f18 or smaller to achieve the same 
effect. I wanted a dark background to let the colours of the nudibranchs pop. I achieved this by shooting into and up to open water, 
combined with the small aperture. The dark foliage also helped to colour contrast the nudibranchs.
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Ian Shaw (Australia)

Title :    Mask

Critters name : Conspicuous Angelfish (Chaetodontoplus conspicillatus)

Location taken :     Lord Howe Island, Australia

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D70 and Nikon 60mm Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Ikelite and 2 x Ikelite DS 125

Camera Setting :    F14, 1/100 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This species is rarely seen anywhere other than at Lord Howe, and is 
on most photographers’ wish list when diving there. This specimen was 
at my maximum depth during the dive and was using the substrate 
where possible to avoid me. This photograph was taken during an 
about-turn in order to escape me yet again. I used a relatively small 
aperture to darken the background and to best take advantage of the 
high contrast pattern on the fish’s head. Twin strobes were set mid-
width and angled slightly outward.
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Raoul Caprez (Switzerland)

Title :    Come and give me a hug!

Critters name :   Squat lobster (Allogalathea elegans)

Location taken :     Dauin, Philippines

Personal Website :   www.capraoul.ch

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and Nikkor 85mm

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and 2 x Subtronic Pro160

Camera Setting :    F11, 1/125sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This kind of crab is hidden in a feather star usually that has the same colour 
as him. So, after having found them, the game is to play with the move of the 
feather star and the crab to be on the right place. A lot of patience is 
necessary. I decided to be at the same height as the animal to have a direct 
eye contact which is more attractive to me (focus point on the eyes). Then I 
decided to sublimate its longer arms (twice the carapace) with a vertical 
frame. For that kind of pic, the camera settings are the easiest part. For fixed 
macro life, I always use a 45° viewer which helps me to be easily at the 
same height or under my subject without touching the substrate.



Issue 13  -  2013 Page 18 Copyright ©  facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com  and  www.uwmacrophotographers.com

Rudolf Svensen (Norway)

Title :    Critter in the deep

Critters name :      Juvenile Gray Sole  
                             (Glyptocephalus cynoglossus)

Location taken :     The Hoegs Fjord, close to 
                              Stavanger, Norway

Personal Website :   www.uwphoto.no

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D300 and Nikon 
                                  60mm Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Subal and Subtronic 
                                      Maxi & Mini

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Leif and I are on our way to the surface. We have been diving quite deep in a Norwegian fjord, looking for small sharks. It is winter, the water 
temperature is 4 degrees centigrade and since it is a night dive it’s complete dark. Many years of diving have taught me to not only look down 
on the bottom, but also search the free water above our heads. On 34 meters depth, I suddenly notice å small fish swimming 3-4 meters above 
the sea bed. It is a juvenile flounder. Approximately 3 cm long and almost completely transparent. The little fish is so beautiful! It is not easy to 
photograph a critter like this in the free water. The fish is moving constantly and we have to stay for a while to get the images we want, but it’s 
worth the 45 minutes we have to stay on shallow water decompressing. Trying to think of something hot and not the hole in my left glove.
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Steve Smith (Australia)

Title :    Space Invader?

Critters name :      Blue-lined octopus 
                             (Hapalochlaena fasciata)

Location taken :     Nelson Bay, NSW, Australia

Personal Website :   facebook.com/profile.php?
                                 id=100004463281869

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D40X and Nikon 
                                   60mm Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Nexus and 2 x INON D2000

Camera Setting :    F16, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This was one of those moments when being ready for the unexpected paid off. I had already changed the settings (shooting 
on manual) to get images of the octopus on the sandy sea-floor and so I was able to immediately follow him and keep 
shooting when he performed this unusual behaviour. It was hard to keep the octopus totally in frame as he was moving 
erratically. (An external view-finder is high on the wish list as my next accessory purchase!) The dive site (Pipeline) is an 
amazing place for macro subjects and these small octopus are quite common if you spend time looking for them.
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Bent Christensen (Sweden)

Title :    Fluorescent Fungia Coral

Critters name :   Coral (Fungia sp.)

Location taken :     Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Personal Website :   http://bentmedia.me

Camera and Lens :    Canon 7D and Canon  
                                   60mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and INON Z240 

Additional equipment add on:  NightSea Fluorescence Kit

Camera Setting :    F11, 1/125 sec, ISO 640

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Fluorescence is the emission of light where energy from one photon excites an electron into a higher energy orbital. After a short time, the 
excited electron will return to its former level, emitting the excess energy as light of another wavelength. Many animals in marine 
ecosystems fluoresce. However, the problem with observing fluorescence and recording it is that we seldom can detect the fluorescence, 
as emitted light levels are low, or in wavelengths we cannot observe. Luckily, during night, under water, where natural light levels are 
extremely low, a light source exciting fluorescence combined with filters that shut out the emitting light frequencies can show the 
fluorescent light in recordable amounts. I used a NightSea lamp, strobe filters as well as filters for the lens for this picture. As the emitted 
light is pretty low in intensity, I used higher iso-levels than I would otherwise use. Otherwise settings will be about the same as for normal, 
non-fluorescent photography.
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Raffaele Livornese (Italy)

Title :    Flashed eyes

Critters name :   Ringneck Blenny 
                          (Parablennius Pilicornis.)

Location taken :     Castellammare di Stabia, Italy

Personal Website :   flickr.com/photos/raffaelelivornese/

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D90 and Nikkor 
                                  105mm VR Miro

Housing and Strobes :   Hugyfot and INON Z240

Dioptre :    Subsee +10

Additional equipment add on:  INON focus light LE 550 W

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/250sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I made this shot during a dive at my usual place, during ascent to 12 meters. At this depth there are several points to meet the 
blennies willing to be photographed. This was in my company several minutes, during which it seemed to pose for me. The most 
difficult thing and being able to get so close to almost touching the lens, and have proper lighting.
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Giuseppe Pignataro (Italy)

Title :    Alien portrait

Critters name :   Common Prawn (Palaemon serratus)

Location taken :     Santa Caterina (Lecce), Italy

Personal Website :   www.at-di.it

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D700 and Nikkor 105mm Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Seacam and 2 x INON Z240

Dioptre :   SubSee +10

Additional equipment add on:  Video pro 3- I-Torch

Camera Setting :    F29, 1/320sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I took this picture in a cave 10 meters deep in one of my favourite places to 
make images Macro. I made hundreds of images of this species, but this time 
I wanted something different, something special, a shot that the species 
represented in a form of alien portrait.

The idea came to me in one of the many attempts to frame, difficult in a 
magnification ratio so high. I used a spotlight red pilot light not to disturb and 
two INON flash diffusers in very light grazing. Their transparency and sandy 
bottom did the rest.
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Mark Fuller (South Africa)

Title :    Team Cleaning

Critters name :   Grouper

Location taken :     Eilat, Israel

Personal Website :   www.mark-fuller.com

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and Nikkor 105mm VR Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Aquatica and Ikelite Ds 125's

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/100sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Taken at a cleaning station on an early morning dive. The grouper 
came to get cleaned by the cleaner wrasses at the side of a coral 
head. Positioning the strobes inwards and slightly upwards helps with a 
black background and also lighting inside the mouth of the grouper. 
Being patient waiting for the right moment and as he turned facing me, 
I shot in burst mode and captured the shot.
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Davide Lopresti (Italy)

Title :    Don’t touch...

Critters name :   Clown fish with eggs

Location taken :     Cabilao, Philippines

Personal Website :   www.davidelopresti.net

Camera and Lens :    Canon 7D and Canon 
                                  100mm macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nimar and INON Z240 
                                      and D2000

Additional equipment add on:  INON Focus light

Camera Setting :    F16, 1/250sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

For a shot like this, armed with a lot of patience, it is important to have a fast focus and therefore it needs a focus light, preferably red ...



December 2012 - Top 10 Compact Camera and 
Compact System Camera (CSC) Photos

(in no particular order)
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Marco Chang

Fabio Strazzi Ben Sarinda

Filippo Ioni Subegoist

Elly Jeurissen 

Adrian Dan

Jason Jue 

Jun Lao Anne K. Adijuwono

Bo Mancao
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Marco Chang (Taiwan)

Title :    Bug

Critters name :   Nudibranch (Trinchesia yamasui)

Location taken :     Tulamben, Bali, Indonesia

Personal Website:  flickr.com/photos/maxmacro/sets/
                               72157631849404531/

Camera and Housing :    Canon G12 and FIX

Strobes :   2 x INON Z240

Dioptre :   Subsea +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/200 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

This photo was taken in Tulamben and the dive site is called Coral garden. When I saw this Nudibranch, I 
found his back is like a worm, so I tested several lighting directions, showing the texture of the back and 
leaving a little background.
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Fabio Strazzi (Italy)

Title :    Alien In The Night

Critters name :   Squid

Location taken :     Ari South, Maldives

Personal Website:   www.fabiostrazzi.com

Camera and Lens :    Panasonic GF1 and Leica 45mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   10bar and Sea&Sea YS 120

Camera Setting :    F14, 1/125 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

I love this photo especially because it was the first time I 
photographed during a night dive. I had not taken good pictures but at 
the end of the dive, during the safety stop, I found myself in front of the 
camera three squid directed towards me. I had never seen before and 
it was an unforgettable experience. I mounted the macro lens and I 
could only get one and waited for him to pass me even more close 
and snapped photos with a single strobe  and a diaphragm very open.
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Ben Sarinda (Indonesia)

Title :    Looking up the stars

Critters name :   Snail

Location taken :     Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Personal Website:   bensdiver.blogspot.com

Camera and Lens :    Olympus EPL 3 and Olympus 14-42mm

Housing and Strobes :   Olympus and 2 x Sea&Sea YS-D1

Dioptre :   Subsee +10 and Dyron +8

Additional equipment add on:  Home Made Snoot

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/160 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Lembeh Strait is very rich with marine life, especially for macro. I'm a dive guide, I 
saw lots of snails along the strait and they are so cute, specially their eyes. Snail 
is one of the critters with a very nice eyeball. Every time I saw them I always 
spent a little time to see their eyes.

I saw many guest diving shooting using snoot, and I interested to use it. This 
photo I shoot using my home made snoot to get black background. Very difficult 
to shoot using a snoot. So I had to photograph for many times to get appropriate 
result I wanted. I did not use photo shop on this image. I rotate to adjust the 
position for more interesting images.
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Filippo Ioni Subegoist (Italy)

Title :    Schilla

Critters name :   Common Prawn (Paleomon elegans)

Location taken :     Rimini, Italy

Personal Website:   www.subegoist.it

Camera and Housing :    Canon G12 and Isotta

Strobes and Dioptre :   2 x INON S2000 and Subsea +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/125 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

In Rimini, these shrimp are very frequent, but during the day 
unapproachable. At night, when they go out to hunt it is easier to make 
good shots. You must have a lot of patience positioned near the hole and 
wait for slowly approaching. Hold your breath and try to remain as hidden 
as possible.

I usually prefer to place the flash right hugging the bottom and the left 
position it higher.
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Elly Jeurissen (The Netherlands)

Title :    Underwater snow world?

Critters name :   Ornate Ghost Pipe Fish

Location taken :     Pirate Bay, Pemuteran, Bali

Camera :    Canon G12

Housing :    Canon WP-DC34

Strobes :     Sea&Sea YS-01 

Camera Setting :    F3.2, 1/60 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

This shot was taken during our first dive in Pemuteran in November 2012. It was also one of the first times I was using my new strobe. As I 
already had anticipated, it was not easy to position the strobe correctly resulting in a lot of photos which were not lightened well. But this photo 
was one of the exceptions where the bright colours of the ghost pipefish really came to life.

I’m a real newbie in the field of UW photographing and until now I put my camera on the P-mode. For this particular photo the camera was 
also in macro-mode. So my camera chose its own settings for this shot.

That is probably the reason for this light background, that in a way looks a bit like a snowy landscape. Normally I would have preferred a black 
background, but in this case I think the bright background adds a special dimension to the picture.
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Adrian Dan (Philippines)

Title :    Moving On Means Letting Go

Critters name :   Harlequin Crab 
                          (Lissocarcinus orbicularis)

Location taken :     Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Camera and Lens :    Sony NEX-7 and Sony 18-55mm 

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and Sea&Sea YS-D1

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Night dives have always been the highlight of my trips. There’s always something to see, be it a feeding bobtail squid or other nocturnal 
creatures doing their business in the open. Luckily, on one night dive my buddy chanced upon an abnormally-shaped harlequin crab. Then 
and there, I knew that the crab was molting. With only a matter of seconds to shoot, I dropped my diopter from the swing adaptor and 
watched for the right moment while being careful not to disturb the delicate crab. I was able to take a few photos from different angles, but 
shooting the crab head-on did not show the behaviour as well as if it had been shot sideways. Here you can see its exit, with the contrast of 
the delicate, soft-shelled harlequin crab against the coarse surface of the sea cucumber.

Tips: Know what you’re looking at and be familiar with the behaviour. Know your camera functions like the back of your hand to be able to 
adjust settings as quickly as possible, and always be in spot focus to ensure a clear shot.  Make sure the strobes are not directly on the crab 
because the newly-molted surface is prone to overexposure.
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Jason Jue (USA)

Title :    Nudabbit

Critters name :   Nudibranch (Trinchesia yamasu)

Location taken :     Malapascua, Philippines

Personal Website:   www.jasonjue.com

Camera :    Canon G10

Housing :    Canon WP-DC28

Strobes :   2 x Sea&Sea YS-100a 

Dioptre :   2 x INON UCL-165

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/500 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

This was the first time I encountered this species of Nudibranch and it was a lot smaller than I expected so I immediately attached my two INON 
close-up diopters.  My initial position was behind the Nudibranch, facing its back. I took several shots at this position which got good detail of its 
beautiful yellow/blue pattern but nothing of its face resulting in pictures that lacked any personality. I went to the other side of the Nudibranch and I 
positioned low so I could shoot upwards to add more drama to the scene.  

Strobes were pointed inward towards lens port at about the 10 and 2 o'clock positions to darken the background. I set camera focus on the "ears" 
and shot five exposures to increase my chances of getting them in focus since the depth of field is very shallow;  it's hard to judge focus on the 
camera display.  I composed the Nudibranch with empty space on the right for it to "look towards" with the seagrass providing strong diagonals to 
keep composition balanced.
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Jun Lao (Philippines)

Title :    Sunny Side Up

Critters name :   Thorny Seahorse (Hippocampus histrix)

Location taken :     Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Personal Website:   www.paparazsea.com

Camera and Housing :    Olympus XZ1 and Olympus PT-050

Strobes and Dioptre :   Sea&Sea YS-100a and 2 x INON UCL-165

Camera Setting :    F6.3, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

Single strobe positioned at 12 o’clock, slightly inwards to port to capture 
snout glow with high shutter and mid 6.3 f stop for slight bokeh albeit 
getting black background
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Anne K. Adijuwono (Indonesia)

Title :    Kiss my as*

Critters name :   Nudibranch

Location taken :     Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Camera and Lens :    Sony NEX 5n and Sony 30mm macro Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and 2 x Sea&Sea D1

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

I collect picture of Nudibranch's gills, taken from the back. I want it to look 
like it's showing me its as* while looking back, like a can-can dancer 
holding up her skirt.

I tried with lots of Nudibranch waiting for it to turn that way... long waiting. 
If it looks back, I can't get the gills from the back perfectly, always 
sidewise. Until I found this.
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Bo Mancao (Philippines)

Title :    Magic Carpet Ride

Critters name :   Persian Carpet Flatworm 
                          (Pseudobiceros bedfordi)

Location taken :     Mactan Island, Cebu, Philippines

Personal Website:   www.bomancao.com

Camera and Housing :    Canon G12 and Fisheye Fix

Strobes and Dioptre :   INON D2000 and SubSea +10

Camera Setting :    F4.5, 1/100 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This shot was taken on a night dive since these organisms are nocturnal and are found swimming freely. We had 
to follow this flatworm through his elegant swimming display of ups and downs before we could get the perfect 
"Magic carpet" shot.



January 2013 - Top 10 Compact Camera and 
Compact System Camera (CSC) Photos

(in no particular order)
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Fabio Russo Frederic Juneau

Doug Anderson

James Mamoto Albert Kang

Jeffrey Ong Marcel Gelissen 

Nadia Chiesi Stéphane Primatesta Nico Calo
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Fabio Russo (Italy)

Title :    Seahorse in starry sky

Critters name :   Seahorse (Hippocampus guttulatus)

Location taken :    Sant'Agnello, Naples, Italy

Personal Website :   facebook.com/Scubabiology.it

Camera and Housing :    Nikon Coolpix 8400 and Ikelite  

Strobes :  Ikelite DS50 and INON S2000

Camera Setting :    F7.7, 1/60 sec, ISO 50

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

I was taking a shot from below, lying on the sandy bottom, when my 
emergency regulator started to emit air because the valve was 
pressed, the air has created a jet of sand that is entered in the shot, 
I thought the picture was ruined but at home I noticed that the effect 
was cute, it's a different way to look at backscatter!

The subject is a female of this species, you can recognise the 
females from the males looking at the abdomen, the belly is smooth 
if it is a male!
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Frederic Juneau (Canada)

Title :    Flamenco Dancer

Critters name :     Nudibrach 
                            (Dermatobranchus ornatus)

Location taken :   Shark Point (near Phuket), 
                             Thailand

Personal Website :   www.fjPhotoVideo.com

Camera and Housing :    Canon S100 and FIX

Strobes :  2 x INON Z240 

Dioptre :  INON +6 and Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/250 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

I had seen it once before without the chance to take a good photo… I was happy to find it again  ;-)

This Nudibranch was on the bottom between rock and coral formations in Shark Point, a dive site that is home to lots and lots of sea 
urchins.  So of course, there were sea urchins all around the Nudibranch.  It was tricky to get an angle to take photos and I had to 
change position numerous times trying to follow the movement of the subject.  Having to avoid the sea urchins, I could only get the 
camera in certain areas but could not always have a good view of the LCD screen, which made it more difficult to compose the 
shots.  But in the end patience and persistence were rewarded.
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Doug Anderson (Australia)

Title :    Eastern Cleaner Clingfish

Critters name :   Eastern Cleaner Clingfish (Cochleoceps orientalis)

Location taken :     Sydney, Australia

Personal Website :    flickr.com/photos/douga

Camera and Lens :    Olympus OM-D EM-5 and M.Zuiko 60mm

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and INON Z240 & D2000

Dioptre :   INON +6

Camera Setting :    F7.1, 1/200 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

Eastern Cleaner Clingfish are most often found on kelp in quite shallow 
water. They can be very difficult to photograph in that situation because 
the kelp is constantly moving in the surge. My tip for photographing this 
species is to be on the lookout for them in the slightly deeper water below 
the kelp line, where they can be found on sponges and acscidians (sea-
squirts) and are much easier to photograph. The individuals found in 
deeper water are likely to be smaller than those found on kelp, however. 
The adults (size around 50mm long) tend to stay around the kelp, where 
they lay their eggs.

As with all fish portraits, the trick is to get them looking at the camera. 
This is seemingly impossible with clingfish - one eye is always looking 
somewhere else! As you can see from the photograph posted here, I 
haven't quite succeeded. I live in hope, however...
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James Mamoto (Indonesia)

Title :    Dancing in the Dark

Critters name :   Juvenile Lion Fish

Location taken :    Manado, Indonesia

Personal Website :   www.jamesmamoto.com

Camera :    Canon G11

Housing :    Canon WP-DC34

Strobes :  Sea&Sea YS110a

Dioptre :  Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/200 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

When I took this picture I didn't use a focus light. And I use the back kick (fin kick technique) to keep the 
focusing length. I don't use any special technique. Practice good buoyancy will be better to do before you 
shoot something like this.
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Albert Kang (Malaysia)

Title :    Dragon Nudi

Critters name :   Nudibranch (Bornella Anguilla)

Location taken :    Gato Island, Malapascua, Philippines

Personal Website :   facebook.com/pages/Aquaman-Life-Under-
                                 The-Sea/121279531274515

Camera and Housing :    Sony RX100 and Patima

Strobes :  No Strobe only LED Torch Light 

Dioptre :  SubSee +10

Camera Setting :    F5.6, 1/100 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

When I first spotted this Nudibranch, it was a pair mating.  It was on a 
small wall of the Island at very shallow depth of 2.5 meters.  After mating, 
this Nudibranch swam and continues to move actively.  I decided to wait 
for it to settle down.  It was a fortunate moment, as it settles down, it 
raised its head and seems to be looking directly at me.  As it was very 
shallow, the ambient light helps even though I was not using a Strobe 
light, just a LED torch.
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Jeffrey Ong (Philippines)

Title :    Tiger Shrimp

Critters name :   Tiger Shrimp

Location taken :     Talicud Island, Davao City, Philippines

Camera :    Olympus EPL-2

Lens :    Panasonic 45mm macro

Housing :   Olympus

Strobes :   Sea&Sea YS110a and YS01

Dioptre :   Subsee +10

Additional equipment add on :   Sola 600 Focus light

Camera Setting :    F16, 1/180 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

Found this little fella at the side of a rock on a sponge. Did a little experiment I positioned my strobes on the sides one pointing 
slightly towards the subject and the other a bit further at the back to highlight the details of the shrimp and background.
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Marcel Gelissen (Indonesia)

Title :    Herr Schultz (Mr.Schultz)

Critters name :   Schultz Pipefish

Location taken :     Pemuteran Jetty, Bali

Camera :    Sony NEX-5N 

Lens :    Standard 18-55 zoom

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and INON D2000

Dioptre :   Subsee +5

Additional equipment add on :   Sola 600 Focus light

Camera Setting :    F11, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

I have tried very many times to take pictures of these beautiful Pipefish. They usually look quite plain until you get real close to them and 
see all the colours that they have.  I really wanted to get a portrait shot of them but found it incredibly difficult to get them into the right 
position.  After 3 90 minute dives between 3-5 Meters and an increasingly annoyed Dive Buddy (non photographer) I finally got the shot 
that I wanted.  My advice is to picture exactly what shot you would like to shoot and then just keep going for it.  In the end you will get 
the result that you had ordinarily intended :-) BTW that is what I enjoy about this website you can get a lot of inspiration of seeing other 
peoples pictures of how to shoot certain shots and plan on how you would like to have it yourself.
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Nadia Chiesi (Italy)

Title :    Surprise!

Critters name :   Frog fish (Antennarius)

Location taken :    Moalboal, Cebu, Philippines

Personal Website :   http://azotati.xoom.it/azotati

Camera and Housing :    Canon G12 and Isotta

Strobes :   Sea&Sea YS01 and YS02 

Camera Setting :    F5.6, 1/125 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This shot is very important for me. For this shot no guide only me, 
and my husband just a little far. The Frog was between two 
sponges, at the drop-off the reef. I stay many time with the frog fish 
and is look at me many times, the key is patience but at some point 
I understand that something was going to happen.

At that point my finger was already ready for the click. Immediately 
after I looked at the screen of the camera and I saw what I had and 
I was very happy.
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Stéphane Primatesta (Switzerland)

Title :    Pink ballet dancer

Critters name :   Nudibranch (Chromodoris tritos)

Location taken :     Helengeli, Maldives

Camera and Housing :    Canon G10 and FIX

Strobes :   INON Z240 and D2000 

Dioptre :   INON UCL 165

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/60 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I know my G10 since 4 years and it's a good friend now I tried many settings and the difficulty with compact camera is the DOF. 
So the UCL-165 close-up lens help a lot for the macrophotography. I also always try different settings (speed, aperture) on a nice 
subject to have the best one I can.
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Nico Calo (Philippines)

Title :  Lunch Time! Mantis Shrimp with her Banded Sea Snake meal

Critters name :   Mantis Shrimp

Location taken :   Talicud Island, Davao, Philippines

Camera and Housing :   Canon S95 and Ikelite

Strobes :  Sea&Sea YS15 and Intova ISS2000

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/125 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

I did not have a hard time taking this photo. The subject was big and 
was just standing still. I was able to get as close as 5-6 inches 
camera port to subject. The Mantis stepped back a bit and let go of 
the Sea Snake when I tried to get a little bit closer. The Sea Snake 
was almost cut in half by then.

This was my first time to see a mantis shrimp eating a banded sea 
snake. Well, it was my first time to see a mantis shrimp eating 
anything!



The Most number 1 - 2 - 3 LIKE
On the UWMP PAGE in January 2013
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1. Ken Thongpila

642 LIKEs

3. Yen-Yi Lee

468 LIKEs

2. Pipat Cat

552 LIKEs



Spotlight UW Macro Photographer

Favourite macro diving trip (Holiday):  
Anilao, Philippines

Favourite macro subjects:  
Blenny

Iyad Suleyman
(Ukraine)
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-: Equipment for Macro photograph :-

Camera :  Nikon D800e, Nikon D3s and Canon 60D

Lens :  Nikkor Micro 60 mm, 105mm; Sigma 70mm 
           for Nikon; Canon Macro 60mm, 100mm

Housing :   Nauticam D800, Subal D3s, Nauticam 60D

Strobe :     Dual Ikelite DS-161 & Dual Inon Z-240

Dioptre :    +10 SubSee, +5 SubSee, Inon ULC-165,  

                HOYA +8, +4, +2

Additional equipment add on :  Sigma teleconverter 1.4x, 
             Kenko teconverter 2x, 1.4x

Iyad Suleyman is an underwater photographer 
from Ukraine, but he has been based in the 
United Arab Emirates since 1996. 

He began diving in 2008 and at the same time 
he was amazed with the beauty of seascapes 
and underwater inhabitants. Short time after 
he bought his first compact camera and UW 
photography became his passion. In a little 
while he switched to D-SLR cameras.

From time to time he travels to different 
interesting dive destinations, but as he is 
based in Emirates - almost every week he 
dives and takes UW pictures in Indian Ocean, 
UAE coast.

He l i kes eve ry k i nd o f unde rwa te r 
photography, but especially he is carried away 
by the macro and super macro photography. 
He likes to capture small subjects in details to 
show their hidden beauty and singularity. He 
is also interested in behaviour shots and often 
he plans his dives to take pictures showing it.

www.iyadphotography.com

Most of his UW macro shots he takes with different diopters.  During his dives he 
spend 50% of time experimenting with various lenses, teleconverters and diopters to 
produce significant results in UW photography.

Blenny – ISO 125, F13, 1/160

Juvenile Lionfish
ISO 125, F20, 1/160



Iyad’s Portfolio
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Nudibranch – ISO200,F/16,1/200 Blenny – ISO 200,F10,1/160

Blenny – ISO 160, F8, 1/160

Juvenile Sweetlip – ISO 100, F13, 1/200

Juvenile fish – ISO 100, F14, 1/200

Squid – ISO 125, F14, 1/160
Striated fusilier and cleaner shrimp

ISO 100, F11, 1/200
Pygmy Seahorse – ISO100,F16,1/125

Anemone fish and Cleaner shrimp – ISO 125, F18, 1/200

Egg of Jellyfish – ISO 160, F16, 1/160



FOCUS ON COMPACT 

CAMERAS Part... 7 by	  Henry	  	  Jager
www.conartix-photo.ch
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Introduction

In Issue 10, we started with the technical qualities of photography. We 
had a closer look at the exposure and how to secure under water, that 
the exposure is perfect. Today we head on with contrast and colours. 

Shooting in Raw, both have to be adjusted while post processing. Yes, 
you're right. There is a way to influence it also while taking pictures 
under water. Stop down -1/3 or -2/3 will enhance contrast and 
saturation.  

Contrast

Whatever post processing software you use, contrast can be adjusted. 
Don't overdo it! To avoid over processed pictures I advise you to do as 
follows: Pull the control to the left (or right) side of the scale. Slowly 
move it to the other side. Stop, when you think it's perfect and memorise 
the position. Then go to the other end of the scale and pull the control 
slowly to the other side. Stop again when you think it's perfect. 

Think about the two positions and make your decision.  It's always 
something different when you start from a flat looking picture then from a 
over contrasted one. You have another picture in mind, which influences 
your visual impression and therefore your decision. This method helps 
you to get aware of this effect.  I use this method not only for contrast, 
but for all adjustments like sharpening, white balance, colours, 
saturation and so on.

"Contrast - Hawksbill Turtle"
A black and white is very useful to show the contrast issue. Left and right, two 

overdone contrasts to illustrate the difference

Colours

There are many different tools in Photoshop to handle colours. But you should be 
aware of them when shooting. It doesn't look very nice if Photoshop auto levels a 
picture which isn't really strobe lit. Except for shooting raw, always control white 
balance before taking the picture. Take care of the existing light. The shallower you 
are the better the colours. On land, think about the "blue hour" instead of the 
burning sun at noon.

When it comes to post processing, start with white balance. Then, various tools 
beside "hue/saturation" can help. Try out "Vibrancy", it helps a lot without over 
saturating. Of course you can overdo everything... 

Have a look at the blacks. You see a colourcast? With "Colours" you can change 
the balance between three-colour pairs (cyan/red, magenta/green and yellow/blue) 
and you can choose if it's applicable for shadows, mid tones or highlights.

Do you have a colour cast over the entire picture? "Match colour" is the command 
you can use. Check the box "neutralise" and fade till you have a decent result 
mostly a "fade" more or less on 80% is sufficient. Of course there are more tricky 
methods like the "adjustment layer" but as we are here in a compact cam course we 
leave that.

© Henry Jager

© Henry Jager

Sharpness

Sharpness is a very important topic. A lot can be done right or wrong. We'll have a 
look at it next issue.

"Postprocessing Serie - Emperor on Chromodoris"
Whereas on the left side, we see pale colors and greyish whites, we see on the other extreme, the 
right side, blown out, unnatural colours which loose textures and even the sand gets unnatural red.



12 minutes with Doug Anderson... 
about Changing DSLR to Mirrorless
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Who is Doug Anderson?

I've been diving for ten years now, and have been taking underwater 
photographs for about eight years. I mostly dive in my hometown of 
Sydney, Australia, and have also dived in a number of locations 
around the Indonesian archipelago.

I work in biodiversity conservation, which for me involves working with 
the local community to preserve what remains of our native 
biodiversity in the inner-western suburbs of Sydney. We spend most of 
our time restoring and recreating bushland habitat for locally 
vulnerable species. It's a long and arduous process, one which makes 
you realise how important it is to preserve existing ecosystems - they 
are extremely difficult to recreate once they have been trashed.

When and why did you decide to change from DSLR to 
Mirrorless?

I bought an Olympus OM-D, m.Zuiko 60mm macro lens and Nauticam 
housing in December 2012.  I made the decision to switch to the 
mirrorless system when I became aware of how much better the low 
light focusing ability of the OM-D is compared with my DSLR .

I'll continue to use my DSLR (Olympus E-520) for wide-angle photo-
graphy until I can afford wide-angle lenses and ports for the OM-D.

What do you like about the OM-D? How is it an improvement on 
your DSLR, and what are the downsides?

Well, first and foremost the low-light focusing. When you dive in poor 
visibility (visibility averages 3-7m in Sydney) you need a camera that 
can handle low light. The auto-focus performance of the OM-D in 
combination with the m.Zuiko 60mm macro lens is really impressive. 
I've been diving in some very murky conditions recently and have had 
very little trouble getting focus, even without a focus light. In fact, I 
haven't used a focus light since purchasing the OM-D. In comparison, 
the auto-focus ability of the E-520 was quite poor, particularly when 
using the Sigma 105mm macro lens.

I also like the fact that the OM-D, when used in combination with the m-Zuiko 60mm 
lens, seems to produce very little chromatic aberration (fringing). Even when using 
double-stacked dioptres there is very little CA - certainly none that is noticeable 
unless you zoom right in on the image. I haven't needed to remove CA from any 
images taken with the OM-D/60mm/UCL-165 combination in post-processing. With 
my old DSLR set-up, there was sometimes noticeable CA when using one dioptre, 
and images taken using two dioptres were unusable.

The overall quality of images produced by the OM-D is significantly better than the 
image quality produced by my E-520 DSLR, particularly in regard to highlight 
capture and noise - although it has to be said that the E-520 is by no means a high-
end DSLR. I'm looking forward to shooting wide-angle with the OM-D, as I expect 
the improved image quality will make high-contrast subjects like schooling jacks, 
sunbursts etc much easier to handle than they are with the E-520.

I'm also impressed by the Nauticam alloy housing. Relatively inexpensive, sturdy, 
and the ergonomics are very good. Much better quality than the Olympus housings, 
and roughly the same price.

Finally, there is the obvious advantage of reduced size and weight. A lot of the diving 
in Sydney involves tricky entries and exits on rock-shelves with swells, and carrying 
a lighter and more compact rig makes this less of a problem.  Also, there are the 
obvious advantages of reduced weight and size when travelling on aircraft.

As far as the downsides are concerned, the electronic viewfinder of the OM-D is not 
wonderful when compared with the optical viewfinder of most DSLRs. If you require 
a large, bright optical viewfinder, you may be disappointed with the OM-D (or any 
mirrorless camera, for that matter). That said, I have no problem whatsoever using 
it, and have found that the viewfinder's dioptre corrects my long-sightedness 
perfectly well. I can't comment on the LED live-view option, as I have not used it 
(due to being long-sighted).

DSLR - Olympus E-520 Mirrorless - Olympus OM-D
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Do you think mirrorless cameras are the way of the future for 
underwater photography?

I don't think there's any doubt that the mirrorless system will be very popular 
with serious underwater photographers - that is already happening. It 
remains to be seen whether mirrorless cameras can compete in the section 
of the market that is currently dominated by the high-end DSLRs. There will 
always be photographers who don't feel comfortable unless they are using 
equipment with the absolute best performance, regardless of price or other 
inconveniences.

Whether mirrorless cameras can compete at the high-end of the market just 
depends on how far the mirrorless system can be developed from its already 
impressive beginnings. Obviously that remains to be seen, but I agree with 
Alex Mustard when he says, in his excellent review of the Olympus OM-D, 
that "the dominant trend with technology has always been downsizing". The 
mirrorless system is certainly way ahead on that score.

What message would you like to give to members about Underwater 
MacroPhotography?

Just be nice to the reef.  :-)

Mirrorless 
Olympus OM-D

DSLR 
Olympus E-520

Chromodoris woodwardae - 60mm, stacked 
INON +6, F14, 1/200s, ISO 200

Seahorse - 60mm, F8, 1/250s, ISO 200

Ceratosoma amoenum - 60mm
F22, 1/200s, ISO 200 Cuttlefish - 50mm

F14, 1/180s, ISO 100

Fire Goby - 50mm
F9, 1/180s, ISO 200

Shrimp - 50mm, Inon +6
F6.3, 1/180s, ISO 100



by	  Bent	  Christensen

Taking pictures of Sea Snakes: Playing 

with certain death?
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That said, most marine snakes have extremely potent venom, much more so than the 
terrestrial snakes I do handle only with great care, gloves and snake sticks. So am I an 
underwater idiot without any consideration of danger (think James Bond meets Chuck 
Norris), or is there more to the risk of being close to a snake than just the potency of the 
venom per se?

Whenever I post a picture of a sea snake, I invariably get 
comments from well meaning people informing me that I have been 
in great danger, escaped death only with a divine intervention, 
been the luckiest guy of the week to escape such a sure death, or, 
more direct, that I am stupid, without brains, careless and have no 
regard for my poor family that soon will be left behind. Some even 
inform me that the snake in question is the deadliest or second 
deadliest snake on the planet, and that great care should be taken 
even to observe these snakes, let alone actually take a picture of 
creatures in this category!

Well, here I am, still alive after taking pictures of both land and sea 
snakes for quite some time with no actual near death experiences. 
Furthermore, I am ready to bet quite an amount of cash that it will 
not be a sea snake that will put me to death, but rather a much 
more mundane and boring version of the grim reaper in the form of 
prostate cancer, a car accident, or a heart attack from to much 
good food and beer and to little exercise. I do of course appreciate 
that people I have never met actually worry about my well being, 
but in the case of taking pictures of sea snakes, worrying is not 
really warranted. In my day job I sometimes handle snakes, and 
while I am pretty careful handling most terrestrial venomous 
snakes such as pit vipers, cobras, vipers and the likes, I am pretty 
relaxed about the underwater snakes, or at least sea kraits.

Well, first of all, the above comments on my 
pictures underline the fact that humans are 
extremely bad at performing rational risk 
evaluations. One relevant example in the 
context of diving is of course the risk of 
being killed by a shark, which is many 
orders of magnitude less than other risks, 
such as the risk of being killed in a traffic 
accident, we accept daily. Even toasters are 
on a global level far more dangerous than 
sharks, but I have yet to meet a person that 
questions my sanity when I put toast in a 
toaster. Such a fact does surprisingly 
enough not affect listeners when I give talks 
on marine ecology, and show pictures of 
sharks. The audience are more or less 
always pretty certain that a miracle saved 
me from being torn to pieces by the shark, 
even if it is a picture of white tip reef shark, 
being way below hamsters or rats on my list 
of dangerous creatures (and yes, I have 
actually been bit by both hamsters and rats, 
and let me tell you: it hurts!).

Still there is the issue of the potency of the marine snake venom? How should that 
enter into a rational risk evaluation? The risk of actually being hurt, or even dying, of a 
particular snake´s bite is the product of a number of factors. Included in those factors 

are the risk of meeting the snake, the 
risk of being bitten once having met 
the snake, the risk of the bite actually 
penetrating the skin, the risk of being 
envenomed once the skin has been 
penetrated, the amount of venom 
be ing t rans fer red once be ing 
envenomed, the potency of the 
venom and the size and health status 
of the person being bit. So how does 
the banded sea kraits, such as the 
yellow-lipped kraits we most often 
meet, score on such a calculation.
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The risk of meeting the yellow-lipped sea krait (or chance, from my 
perspective) is quite high. I see them approximately every 25th dive 
in Southeast Asia, so if one does a fair amount of diving, one will 
definitely run into the snakes. The risk of being bitten once having 
met the snake is extraordinarily low on the other hand. The only 
information I have on bites by the sea kraits is that fishermen 
entangling the snakes from nets have sometimes been bitten. Also 
there is some anecdotal evidence that the snakes can be aggressive 
if they feel that their way to the surface is blocked (they breathe air as 
all other snakes). Sea kraits have rather small teeth, so given that 
most divers wear wet suits, a bite would rarely if ever penetrate the 
suit. I have no specific information on the rate of   envenomation 
once being penetrated, but many snakes do not use their costly 
venom very often in defensive actions. Also, given that venom is 
transferred, in general for snakebites there seems to be quite some 
variation in the amount injected. The potency of the venom in 
general, however, is very high for sea snakes. Finally, I am big and 
quite healthy. So, in conclusion, for yours truly, multiplying the factors 
above, the combined risk of being killed by a banded sea krait seems 
to be very, very low. Of course your calculation might differ markedly, 
so do not take this article as anything else than an example of my 
very own way of accounting for risk.

It should also be emphasized that there are many other sea snakes 
that scores much higher on the aggressiveness and tooth size factor 
above. At least one of those looks very much as the banded krait, so 
mistakes in identification can be made even by very experienced 
herpetologists. So even if the kraits are very docile, it might overall be 
good advice for most people to be a little bit careful around sea 
snakes.

So what advice can I give for actually 
taking pictures of sea snakes, given 
that you do make the same calculations 
as I did above? First of all there are of 
course some really great possibilities of 
wide-angle compositions with sea 
snakes. But as this is a macro forum, I 
will limit myself to the macro realm part 
of sea snake photography. Most sea 
snakes are actually way smaller than 
they seem, so getting good coverage 
gets us close to real macro domains. I 
guess most of the readers of this article 
are well aware of the importance of obtaining a good, neutral background, with the 
background, or rather lack of it, often being the defining part of a good rather than an ok 
picture. This is absolutely the key to underwater snake photography. Very often the 
snakes are close to the background, poking their head in holes, and making it more or 
less impossible to get a shot with a clean background. In such cases, a head shot, with 
the head filling most or all of the picture can be a good solution. Obviously quite a long 
lens is good here. I would for such shots prefer a 100 mm macro on a crop camera.

However, there is also the rare occasion when a snake is cooperative and wants to 
investigate the housing. If you are lucky enough to experience this, make the best of the 
situation, get in the zone, and forget the rest of the subjects of the dive, because this will 
not happen often. Shoot slightly upwards to get the scales on the throat and try to get 
free water behind the snake. Sometimes this is impossible, but with a curious snake, you 
can often get it to follow you at least a little distance from the background and get the 
background smooth and out of focus. Also shots where the snake’s body creates depth in 
the picture by disappearing in the background are good compositions. Of course the 
standard rules of thirds and diagonals apply even to pictures of snakes. Most powerful 
are shots where all this comes together and is combined with eye contact with the snake. 
For this kind of shot a 60 mm macro on crop would be my preferred lens, often used with 
not to small apertures.

So, next time you see a sea snake, 
maybe you shou ld take the 
opportunity to try a little snake 
photography. It is harder than it 
looks, but even if results are not 
perfect, I can assure you that your 
shots will get comments!

Parts of the above text has earlier 
been published on my blog on the 
website of NAD-Lembeh.
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I have had so many personal messages from our group members asking if there 
are any photo competitions or shootouts that they can enter or join. So in 2013 our 
new UWMP group aim is to help members who would like to know more about 
these competitions and to enter or join the competition shootout.

We will post details of competitions or shootouts and in exchange the organisers 
need to provide details about what they are looking for from the photographs and 
details of the results in each category.

We hope our group members will understand a little bit more about the competition 
requirements before entering competitions or joining any shootouts. We also hope 
our members can win some prizes and get their name mentioned in the results. 

So, here is the first photo competition that you might want to join, but you need to 
be quick as the deadline is March 10, 2013

Acqua 2013 
Photo Competition

What is Acqua 2013 Photo Competition?

Acqua 2013 is the evolution of the Italian competition 
organized by “H2O Viaggi” Italian tour operator and called 
"Dilettanti allo Sbaraglio".  With this new contest we are 
trying to push the participation, transforming it into an 
international competit ion open to al l underwater 
photographers that aims to showcase and celebrate our rich 
and diverse underwater maritime heritage.

What are the aims and goals? What are the organisers 
looking for?

The objectives of the organisers is to create a major new 
photography competition, involving many authors from all 
around the world and to be able to associate it with a new 
dive show.

The the main purpose is to create a new centre of interest, 
through the website and the photo contest related to it and a 
meeting point during the awards ceremony that will take 
place in connection with SCUBA SHOW 2013 on Saturday 
April 20th 2013 in Rome, where  pictures will be displayed in 
order to show the beauty of the most remote places of 
underwater worlds. 

What will the judges be looking at in each photo in the 
macro categories?

The president of the jury, Livio Di Prospero, founder of the 
competition will give instructions to the jury to award the 
photographs, as well as to observe the rules of the 
photography, but that will give emotion to the observer. 

Answer	  by...	  Marcello	  Di	  Francesco

Ken	  Thongpila
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How many different categories are there in the competition?

There are 11 categories divided between Digital SLR and compact 
camera as shown below: 

Digital SLR and Mirrorless : 

- Tropical Macro

- Tropical Wide Angle

- Mediterranean Macro

- Mediterranean Wide Angle

- Behaviour

- Portfolio (5 photos)

Compact camera :

- Tropical Macro

- Tropical Wide Angle

- Mediterranean Macro

- Mediterranean Wide Angle

- Behaviour 

Obviously macro (tropical / mediterranean) and behaviour category 
are those where the UWMP members can try to send their best shots. 

List 5 main prizes?

Thanks to close cooperation between  “H2O Viaggi” and  many of the 
most important dive resorts in the world, many dive travel packages, 
live aboards  and underwater photo equipment  will be up for grabs; 
the most prestigious award consists of a 3 week stay in Papua New 
Guinea (1 week at Loloata island resort, 1 week at walindi plantation 
resort and 1 week at lissenung island resort) including two dives per 
day and flight from Singapore.

This fantastic trip will be awarded to the winner of the digital SRL 
Porfolio (5 photos) category.

For an updated list of awards please look here: www.h2ophototribe.it/
index.php/acqua-2013-english/22-contest/252-premi

What will you do with the results of this competition? 

All results and winning photos will be published after April 20,  2013 on 
www.h2ophototribe.it 

Winners will be notified on or before March 31, 2013. Prints of the winning 
entries will be on display during the SCUBASHOW 2013 in Rome.

An article of the awareness ceremony and all the winning photos will be 
issued on the most popular Italian magazine "Il Subacqueo"

All the winning photos will be used also to promote the next edition.

What advice will you give to UWMP members who would like to join 
this competition?

So, start looking through your images to find your best work to enter. But 
don't wait too long because the deadline of March 10, 2013 is very close!!

Guidelines And Regulations : www.h2ophototribe.it/index.php/
acqua-2013-english

The deadline is March 10, 2013
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The aim of this shootout is to help shooters get better by friendly competition under rules 
that encourage the often forgotten disciplines of underwater photography. Only minimal 
photoshop(post-processing) is allowed and dive guides and judges are looking at the 
environmental awareness of the divers as they shoot.

In 2012 we had 25 contestants, and it was a very social occasion with lots of jokes and 
laughs, with quite a bit of sharing amongst the contestants as well. 

Underwater.kr 2012 Lembeh Shootout at NAD 
Result... by	  EunJae	  Im

DSLR Theme Portfolio

Winner
Jeong-Kwon Park

2nd Place
CK Chong

UWMP member

3rd Place
Patrick Rebai
UWMP memberBest of Show - Winner

Jeong-Kwon Park
Nikon D300, 60mm, f/25, 1/160sec, ISO200

Mirrorless Camera - Winner
Christine Foo - UWMP member

Olympus OM-D E-M5, 60mm, f/16, 1/250sec, ISO 200

Compact - Winner
Balqesh Abdullah

Canon S95, f/5.6, 1/125sec, ISO80
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DSLR

Winner
Kay Burn Lim - UWMP member

Nikon D800E, 105mm, 
f/18, 1/320sec, ISO 250

2nd Place
Carmelo Bethencourt

Nikon D300S, 150mm, 
f/36, 1/13sec, ISO200

3rd Place
Carmelo Bethencourt

Nikon D300S, 150mm, f/22, 1/320sec, ISO200

2nd Place
Patrick Rebai - UWMP member

Nikon D700, 105mm, f/25, 1/100sec, ISO200

3rd Place
CK Chong - UWMP member

Nikon D7000, 105mm, f/25, 1/320sec, ISO100

3rd Place
Christian Jansen - UWMP member

Canon T3i, 100mm, f/22, 1/200sec, ISO100

Unrestricted

Super Macro

Winner
Kay Burn Lim - UWMP member

Nikon D800E, 105mm, f/40, 1/250sec, ISO250

Winner
Kay Burn Lim
UWMP member

Nikon D800E, 105mm
f/25, 1/200sec, ISO160

2nd Place
Kay Burn Lim - UWMP member

Nikon D800E, 105mm, f/14, 1/250sec, ISO100
In 2013, we will have a judging 
panel of EunJae Im, Serge 
Abourjeily and last year’s MVP 
(most valuable photographer) Kay 
Burn Lim.

Simon Buxton (NAD’s Proprietor) 
has dropped out of the judging 
panel for 2013 to allow him to 
provide help for the shooters in 
seminars during the week. This 
should hopefully ensure that 
everyone gets the most out of the 
shootout. For 2013 we have not 
yet confirmed all the sponsors but 
our target is a prize fund of more 
than $35,000 USD.

Next shootout will be held 
between 2-9 Dec 2013 and 
more details on our website.

http://underwater.kr/shootout/
lembeh-shootout-2013/

NAD Lembeh Resort : http://
nad-lembeh.com/



Article and graphic charts by Chris Spence

UWMP Survey Results 
What Brand of Camera do you use for your Underwater Macro Photography?
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Due to the exponential growth in members since 
the UWMP group started we felt that it would be a 
good idea to revisit 2 important demographic 
questions we posed last year and asked them at 
the same time……

What Brand of Camera do you use for your 
Underwater Macro Photography? And what is 
your Main Camera type for Underwater Macro 
Photography?

The results to these two questions can be very 
useful to members looking to upgrade their 
current equipment to see what options are 
available.

There was an excellent response to both 
questions so thank you to all who participated.

What brand of Camera do you use for your 
Underwater Macro Photography?

Of the whopping 559 members who voted the 
results are surprisingly similar to last year. 43% 
use a Canon camera, 35% use a Nikon camera 
and 15% use an Olympus camera.



Article and graphic charts by Chris Spence

What is your main Camera for Underwater Macro Photography?

  

Issue 13  -  2013 Page 60 Copyright ©  facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com  and  www.uwmacrophotographers.com

For this question we added a new category which has 
exploded onto the scene over the last year or two and 
we wanted to see the effect. Micro 4/3’s.

Again another great response to this question with 
384 members casting their vote!

Again similar results to last year with 50% of 
members using DSLR Crop Sensor, however Full 
Frame DSLR increased from 10% to 20% but the big 
impact is indeed Micro 4/3’s which seems to have hit 
the Compact camera reducing that from 38% last 
year to 20% this year. 

Why is this? Well, Micro 4/3’s cameras are capable of 
producing outstanding images comparable to DSLR 
and are a fraction of the cost of a DSLR system. I 
personally know of a number of people who have 
upgraded their Compact systems to Micro 4/3’s and 
are not looking back. I would not be surprised to hear 
of DSLR users moving to Micro 4/3’s underwater.

The Micro 4/3 system is simple: As with DSLR, a camera body that supports a wide range of interchangeable lenses, but are much smaller than 
DSLR cameras as the viewfinder, mirror and prism have been removed. This means these new compact DSLR cameras lack a traditional viewfinder, 
but in return use a high resolution LCD screen to compose the shot using high quality interchangeable lenses. If you hear the terms “mirrorless” or 
“EVIL” (Electronic Viewfinder Interchangeable Lens) these relate to a Micro 4/3’s camera.



Thank your very much for your kind support for this group and 
I hope you like this eNews and are enjoying learning with us.

For the next few issues we are looking for...

  Macro diving trip article or report 
 Tips and Tricks for UW Macro Photography 

 Any topic to help our members take better photos 
 Any interesting Photo Competitions and Shootouts 

If you have any comments or feedback or want to be part of our eNews, 
please feel free to email me at 

ken.thongpila@gmail.com


