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Dear Members,

Welcome to the last edition of the eNews for 2013. We have more than 8,100 
members on the Group, and Yes! we have nearly reached the 15,000 Liked milestone 
before the first year anniversary of the UWMP PAGE.

In this issue we have the top ten photos from August and September for DSLR and 
the Compact camera and CSC categories. The photos, as usual are beautiful and 
inspiring and I would like to congratulate all photographers who appear in this issue 
and thank you for supplying additional details. I would also like to congratulate 
members who received the top 3 Like in August and September for their photos. 

Our monthly theme competition has had a very good response. The August theme is 
“Nudibranchs” and the September theme is “Shrimp” thanks to Marcello Di 
Francesco, Christian Vizl and Alex Tyrrell who had a tough job of judging them. These 
competitions should help members gain confidence and set their standard to get  
ready to enter the major underwater competitions or shootouts.

As part of the winning prize for the Monthly Theme Photo Competition, the winners 
get the chance to show us their profile and portfolio in the “Spotlight UW Macro 
Photographer” and this issue the winner of “Nudibranch” theme in August is Bent 
Christensen, and “Shrimp” theme in September is Matteo Visconti. Congratulations to 
the winners and enjoy both fantastic portfolios.

Henry Jager comes with another very interesting new topic “Reef Art”. His article will 
introduce a new style and take you on a different journey of seeing and 
photographing underwater critters and coral reefs.

Cowries are always an interesting macro subject, Steve Smith who is a marine 
biologist and underwater photographer wrote a specific article to share his secrets with 
our group members about “Photographing Allied Cowries”. 

I am so excited to show all members about what we did at our 1st UWMP meeting in 
Tulamben in September. Chris Spence, wrote the report and captured all activities 
each night. We also have the favourite photos from each member on the trip too.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce our new UWMP PAGE admin 
member Erik  K F Goossens who will help us select interesting photos to show case 
on the PAGE.  

I would like to thank Sacha Lobenstein for the great cover photo, everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of eNews and as usual a big thank you to the Admin Group 
and Page teams.
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August 2013 - Top 10 DSLR Photos
(in no particular order)

Gregory Piper

Craig Mcinally Iyad Suleyman

Ahmet Yay Roman Aliev

Qing Lin

Murat Kaptain

Marc Vermeiren

Gaetano Dario Gargiulo

Davide Lopresti
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Gregory Piper (USA)

Title :    French Kiss

Critters name :    Crown Anemone

Location taken :    Raja Ampat, Indonesia

Personal Website :  www.gregpiperart.com

Camera :    Canon 5D Mark II

Lens :    Canon 100mm Macro

Housing :   Aquatica

Strobes :   2 X Sea&Sea YS 250

Camera Setting :    F11, 1/250sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

On this dive I was set up to shoot False Clown fish, I knew there was a bright purple and white anemone and I wanted a shot with 
the underside of the anemone skirt with the subject in it. In a moderate current I found myself having to kick hard to stay in place, 
the larger fish was chasing off a potential intruder and the smaller fish during that time had traveled off the anemone. When the 
larger female returned she seemed distressed that the smaller fish had gone and was frantically swimming around the anemone. 
Just then as the younger fish returned she greeted him and it appeared in all 3 images I got that she was kissing him on the cheek 
as if he had just returned from his first day at school. 

When shooting it is always important to me to preserve the environment I dive in. I am meticulous at making sure I do not impact 
the environment I am visiting. There are no shots worth damaging the fragile eco system that we all love. 
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Craig Mcinally (USA)

Title :    Smiling for the camera

Critters name :    Nudibranch (Chromodoris magnifica)

Location taken :    Dauin, Negros Oriental, Philippines

Camera and Lens :    Canon 5D Mark II and Canon 100mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and 2 X Sea&Sea YS 110@

Dioptre :  Subsee +5 

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/100sec, ISO 320

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Like many nudibranch, Chromodoris magnifica likes to stay low on the reef 
or substrate. Despite being ostentatious and poisonous, these blind 
molluscs tend to eschew the open areas that we need to make a pleasing 
photo. The trick for this shot was to wait until the slug happened to cross a 
dead coral outcrop. The bit of open background offered some pleasing 
bokeh although I stopped down to f/22 to ensure the Depth of Field covered 
enough of the subject. The wind was blowing hard which hurt visibility and 
drove up the surge. This made framing and focusing very tough, but the 
upward surge raised the skirt on the subject. I timed the shot to coincide 
with the animal's first attempts to bridge a gap and the upward surge. With 
some persistence and luck, the nudibranch presented this image that seems 
almost like a playful facial expression.
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Iyad Suleyman (Ukraine)

Title :    Tongues of flame

Critters name :    Nudibranch (Flabellina Exopata)

Location taken :    Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Personal Website :  www.iyadphotography.com

Camera and Lens :    Canon 60D and Canon 60mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and 2 x INON Z-240

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F20, 1/160sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

For this shot you definitely need calm water without current 
and time to get the right position of this beautiful Nudibranch, 
which colours and body shape are amazing! Empty 
background only water, small aperture opening and the shot 
is done.
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Davide Lopresti  (Italy)

Title :    Daddy

Critters name :    Cardinal Fish (Apogon)

Location taken :  Portovenere, Italy

Personal Website :  www.davidelopresti.net 

Camera :    Nikon D600

Lens :    Nikon 105mm Micro 

Housing :   Nimar

Strobes :   INON Z-240 

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/250sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

The most important thing is catch the right moment, when the fish opens the mouth, so be patient and never give up 
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Murat Kaptan  (Turkey)

Title :    Face to Face

Critters name :    Yellow Boxfish

Location taken :  Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Personal Website :  www.muratkaptan.com.tr 

Camera :    Canon 550D

Lens :    Canon 60mm Macro lens 

Housing :   Sea&Sea 

Strobes :  2 x Sea&Sea YS-110    

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F16, 1/200sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

In this photo waiting to return to face me in order to attract the fish and make breath control behaved and calm 
returned to the face of the one time I had this photograph by shooting.
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Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

It is really a photo of surprise!  There should be rich photograph subjects night diving in Anilao. But we almost saw 
nothing under water that night. When this conch turned up, we took photos in different ways but found nothing special 
and far from satisfaction.  Though we tried  some red filter in front of the flashbulb. The main part was not  isolated and 
well prominent.  Finally we added a Snoot, then it was terrific.

Qing Lin  (China)

Title :    Red

Critters name :    Pacific Nut Sheath Bubble

Location taken :  Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Camera :    Canon 5D Mark III

Lens :    Canon 100mm Macro lens 

Housing :   Sea&Sea 

Strobes :  2 x Sea&Sea YS-250    

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F29, 1/200sec, ISO 100
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Roman Aliev  (Russia)

Title :    My pretty

Critters name :    Lacy Scorpionfish 
                           (Rhinopias aphanes) 

Location taken :  Milne Bay, Papua New Guinea 

Personal Website :  facebook.com/roman.aliev.581

Camera :    Canon 5D Mark II

Lens :    Canon 100mm L Macro lens 

Housing :   Ikelite  

Strobes :  2 x Ikelite DS-160    

Camera Setting :    F14, 1/200sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This photo was taken during a safari on the Milne Bay Province in Papua New Guinea in September 2011 at a depth of 10-15 
meters. I used a macro lens Canon EF 100 mm F/2.8 L, it was not very convenient, as the fish was not small. I took a few 
pictures and chose the best.

© Roman Aliev
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Ahmet Yay (Turkey)

Title :    Look my eyes…

Critters name :    Peacock Mantis Shrimp

Location taken :  Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Personal Website :  www.ahmetyay.com.tr

Camera :    Canon 600D

Lens :    Canon 60mm Macro

Housing :   Sea&Sea

Strobes :   Sea&Sea YS-D1

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F10, 1/125sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

My dream was to take a photo of a peacock mantis shrimp. I took many photos of it in a lot of places but none of them were like I wanted. Then 
this year we went to Anilao. Finally I took a lot of photos exactly as I wanted. This photo is one of them. We found it at Secret Bay dive site.

It was in its hole. I took one photo. Then I approached it a bit and took one more photo. It was very curious. It looked at me curiously. I was very 
patient. I geared up my subsee +10 diopter. I could finally focus on it clearly with my diopter. I set up my camera and flashes and took one more 
photo.  The last one was the photo of my dream. 
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Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Sometimes you have to look extra where you would not expect it immediately, I found this tiny nudibranch at the end of the dive in very 
shallow water. Due to the natural sunlight was not so difficult to create a nice composition.

Patience was the worst, after a few test shots was the setting set, but for those nudibranch so beautiful crept up ... that was another 
matter. I have deliberately chosen for an eccentric picture because it really gives an extra dimension to the very small “model" due to the 
natural sunlight and supported by my strobes it was no problem to highlight the beautiful nudibranch, one of my strobes is pimped with a 
Retra Pro LSD, in this case I have used no “light template” otherwise was the nice background completely gone. By the use of the +10 
Subsee there was a good depth of field.

A tip for everyone, make sure your camera has a good buoyancy. This allows you to work with slow shutter speeds, without having 
motion blur.

Marc Vermeiren  (Belgium)

Title :    It is a small world

Critters name :    Nudibranch (4mm) (Elysia timida)

Location taken :  Tamariu, Costa Brava, Spain

Personal Website :  www.updm.be 

Camera :    Nikon D800

Lens :    Nikkor 105mm VR Micro 

Housing :   Hugyfot 

Strobes :   Ikelite DS160   

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Additional equipment add on :  Retra LSD Pro Snoot

Camera Setting :    F32, 1/80sec, ISO 200
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Gaetano Dario Gargiulo  (Australia)

Title :    The love is in the water

Critters name :    Bobtail squids (Sepiola Atlantica) 

Location taken :  Moterey beach, NSW. Australia

Personal Website :  www.dariogargiulo.com

Camera :    Nikon D300s

Lens :    Nikkor 105mm VR Micro 

Housing :   Aquatica 

Strobes :   Sea&Sea YS250pro  

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F20, 1/125sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I love to take behaviour macro shots, during the years I learnt that you need to be not invasive as the critters need to accept you first. 
For this reason I use soft and diffused lights mounted on the top of the housing and try to avoid the narrow and concentrated strobe 
aiming lights. Although my lights seem very bright, because they are diffused and never pointed directly, they are well accepted as I 
often obtain wide open eyes at night. For behaviour macro shots I often aid the autofocus with a manual focus gear I approach from 
far away, I shot a tentative picture at distance, if the strobe/shutter noise does not scare the critters, I close the aperture and advance 
forward until I get the shot that I wanted.
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Steve Kuo

Raoul Caprez
Ellen Cuylaerts

Shigeru Harazaki

Andrey Nekrasov

Sacha Lobenstein Nils Aukan

Jerome (Eun-Jong) Kim

K.C.Chin

Salvatore Ianniello
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Steve Kuo (Taiwan)

Title :    Octopus in a Beer Mug

Critters name : Coconut octopus

Location taken :     Manado, Indonesia 

Personal Website :   http://steveap.blogspot.tw

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D100 and Nikkor 105mm VR Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nexus and INON D-180

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/60 sec, ISO 400

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

In order to highlight the shape and texture of suckers on the octopus’ arms, 
only one strobe positioned with two arms 24 inches in length on the upper 
right corner of my housing was used to create a better sense of the third 
dimension.  In fact, I always use one strobe or one focusing light with arms 
when I take macro shots.
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Raoul Caprez (Switzerland)

Title :    Golden eye

Critters name : Garden Eel

Location taken :     Maldives 

Personal Website :   www.capraoul.ch

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and Nikon 85mm

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and 2 x Subtronic Pro160

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/125 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

This kind of animal is very difficult to approach without frightening it off and seeing 
it hiding itself in the substrate. A very slow approach is necessary to be as close 
as possible, not only for a better quality of the picture, but also for a correct 
lighting. I do the settings before the approach for these animals. 

In that case, as often, there were a lot of garden eels in that place, but two of them 
waited longer than the others before disappearing in the sand. I chose the closest 
one as my subject.

For this picture I decided to have the most neutral background which required to 
put my camera very close from the bottom. My 45° viewer is very helpful in that 
situation to be easily at the same height or under the subject without touching the 
substrate.

Then I decided to sublimate the usual vertical position of this animal with a vertical 
frame. This time I have preferred to crop the photo vertically in post production. I 
did not want to move my camera with the long arms of the strobes because it 
might frighten off the animal while taking the picture. I also decreased a bit the 
colour saturation of the grey background. Finally, as almost ever, I focused on the 
eyes, and here is the result.
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Ellen Cuylaerts  (Belgium)

Title :    Purple Flame

Critters name :    Nudibranch (Flabellina Iodinae) 

Location taken :  Sea of Cortez, Mexico 

Personal Website :  www.ellencuylaerts.com 

Camera :    Nikon D800

Lens :    Nikkor 105mm macro 

Housing :   Nauticam   

Strobes :  Sea&Sea YS-250    

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Additional equipment add on :  Subtronik MEGA

Camera Setting :    F32, 1/250sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This picture of a nudibranch was taken in the Sea of 
Cortez where the currents rule and visibility is mostly bad 
due to the rich waters. That's one of the reasons it's a 
place full of life. 

The Flabellina Iodinae caught my eye fighting the current, at the edge of a rock. I saw the possibilities.  Sometimes you see a little critter on a place 
impossible to shoot, mostly I enjoy watching it and don't even bother it with my strobe light.

But on this occasion the nudibranch was well defined against the water column and I had access to shoot it from a downward angle without harming 
the environment. I set my aperture very high to have an acceptable depth of field since I was going to shoot sideward and pumped my shutter speed 
to the maximum (allowed by my strobe connection) to establish the black background.
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Jerome (Eun-Jong) Kim (Korea)

Title :    See through

Critters name : Pink-eyed goby

Location taken :     Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Personal Website :   www.jeromekim.com

Camera and Lens :    Canon 5D Mark II and Canon 100mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Sea&Sea and 2 x INON Z-240

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F32, 1/100 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

This pink-eyed goby was one of my wishlist to shoot for a couple of years 
but couldn't find even one.

But after I know where they're staying, I realise it's all around in Anilao.

These little fellas are very shy and hardly get chance to approach so you 
need a lot of patience.

To get the best details of the fish, I recommend you to get bright background. 

http://facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com
http://facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com
http://uwmacrophotographers.com
http://uwmacrophotographers.com


Issue 17  -  2013Page 19 Copyright ©  facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com  and  www.uwmacrophotographers.com

Salvatore Ianniello (Italy)

Title :    Extension

Critters name : Nudibranch (Cratena peregrina)

Location taken :     Bagnoli, Napoli, Italy 

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D700 and Nikkor 60mm Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Isotta and 2 x Ikelite DS 161

Camera Setting :    F25, 1/200 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

The photo was taken under a wharf of cement along about 1 km, each 
pillar is full of nudibranchs. At night while observing other nudes here is 
that I see this Cratena that in extension search an anchor upward, now I 
usually place the flash in different angles I closed the diaphragm 25 and 
increased the time a 1/200, the beginning to shoot around the small 
subject. I chose this photo because it has an angle a little different from 
the usual emphasising the gills and the eggs inside.© Salvatore Ianniello
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Nils Aukan (Norway)

Title :    Duelling Ghost-Shrimps

Critters name : Skeleton shrimps (Caprella linearis)

Location taken :     Kristiansund, Norway 

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D300 and Nikon 105mm Micro

Housing and Strobes :   Subal and Ikelite DS-51

Camera Setting :    F36, 1/250 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

Both Ghost-shrimps were sitting on the fringe of a kelp, moving in the 
surge. It was difficult to focus as the kelp was swinging from side to 
side. The dive-site is exposed to open sea here, always difficult with 
macro, even in nice weather. I believe those two male ghost-shrimps 
were doing "face-off", fighting over the territory or females.© Nils Aukan
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Andrey Nekrasov  (Ukraine)

Title :    UFO

Critters name :    Sea Gooseberry 
                           (Pleurobrachia pileus) 

Location taken :  Crimea, Black sea, Ukraine 

Personal Website :  www.anekrasov.com 

Camera :    Nikon D300

Lens :    Nikon 60mm macro 

Housing :   Sea&Sea   

Strobes :  INON Z-240    

Additional equipment add on :  Subtronik MEGA

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/125sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This photo was taken in the Black Sea in the Crimea peninsula Tarhanrut. The size of the animal 4 mm. Take a 
shot can only be very calm water. Highlight these objects are better in the side (almost backlight)

© Andrey Nekrasov
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Shigeru Harazaki  (Japan)

Title :    A Walk In The Clouds 

Critters name :    Yaeyama Blenny 

Location taken :  Yakushima Island, Kagoshima, Japan 

Personal Website :  facebook.com/yakushima.photo 

Camera :    Nikon D300

Lens :    Nikkor 105mm Macro 

Housing :   Nexus   

Strobes :  2 x INON Z-240     

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/125sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

A dead coral will be white completely. But when a coral bleaches, it is not dead immediately. The coral nearing death 
become beautiful fluorescent colour all that time.

They retain blue and pink colour. I took it with glimmer of stroboscopic light with strobes bent at a 90-degree angle to the 
object.
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K.C.Chin  (Malaysia)

Title :    The Colorful shrimp from the hole 

Critters name :    Marble Shrimp 

Location taken :  Anilao, Batangas, Philippines 

Camera :    Canon 6D

Lens :    Canon 100mm Macro 

Housing :   Sea&Sea   

Strobes :  Sea&Sea  YS-D1 

Additional equipment add on :  Sola light 1200

Camera Setting :    F13, 1/160sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Actually I really need to completely explain all the details and setting to get this shot. I take this photo around 11.30 morning (second dive) and 
my Dive master suddenly give me the Signal to show me something creature is inside in a hole . Actually we are inside a Wide cave.  My sense 
let me know that’s Marble Shrimp and very lucky on that time only me and dive master. There was no other diver surrounding us. I just use my 
Sola focus light 1200 focusing inside the hole and just waiting and waiting for the shrimp to come out with around half meter distance. On that 
time I just setting all my camera equipment setting to ready for this small monster, make sure I wont miss out the timing and the moment. Finally 
it came out from the hole by the help from local dive master and I had no miss out any chances to shot on it. That is really my lucky shot.
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Sacha Lobenstein (Spain)

Title :    Glowing in the dark

Critters name : Orange ball sea anemone (Pseudocorynactis caribbeorum)

Location taken :     Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain 

Personal Website :   www.enelmar.es

Camera and Lens :    Nikon D7000 and Nikkor 105mm VR Macro

Housing and Strobes :   Nauticam and INON Z-240

Camera Setting :    F22, 1/320 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo :

The orange ball corallimorph sea anemone inhabits reefs and sandy areas 
near reefs, down to 30 meters, this one was at 18m on a sandy area letting 
us have a uniform black background where the polyps nicely contrast. It is 
nocturnal and its solitary polyps extend from recesses or sand. The 
difficulty of this photo is that when the anemone Is disturbed or lighted, the 
corallimorph will retract, leaving us less than a minute to focus (in very low 
light conditions), situate the strobes and take the photo. Rotating the photo 
180º gives us the feeling of a lantern shining in the dark. 

http://facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com
http://facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com
http://uwmacrophotographers.com
http://uwmacrophotographers.com


Issue 17  -  2013Page 25 Copyright ©  facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com  and  www.uwmacrophotographers.com

August and September 2013 - Top 10 Compact Camera and 
Compact System Camera (CSC) Photos (in no particular order)

Jim Chen

James Mamoto

Antonella Giussani
Sophia Soo

Dennis M. Corpuz Carol D. Cox

Edward CheongJim Garin

Johnny Chiu

Claudia Peyer
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James Mamoto (Indonesia)

Title :    Underwater Color

Critters name :  Nudibranch 
                         (Mexichromis multituberculata)

Location taken :   Manado, Indonesia 

Personal Website :  www.jamesmamoto.com

Camera :    Canon G12

Housing :    Canon WP-DC34

Strobes :   2 x Sea&Sea YS110a

Dioptre :  INON UCL 165 and Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/500 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

When taking a photo like this is to note the distance between the camera to the object, especially for this photo 
wetlens using 2 different pieces, and the position of the strobe must be really fit.
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Antonella Giussani (Italy)

Title :    Next Generation

Critters name :   Cardinal Fish with eggs

Location taken :   Tulamben, Bali, Indonesia

Camera and Housing :   Olympus OMD and Nauticam

Lens :  M.Zuiko ED 60mm Macro 

Strobes :   Sea&Sea YS D1

Camera Setting :    F9, 1/160 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This one was one of my "dream shot". I saw similar shots done by other 
photographer always wondering "how did they get this?" and I 
discovered that the answer is: with, yes a good camera and lens, but 
mainly with a lot of time and patience. Shots like this are possible only if 
you can spend many minutes following the cardinal fish swimming 
around, waiting for it to open its mouth and doing this directly looking at 
you. To get this shot I spent probably around 30 minutes in the same 
position trying to get the perfect (or almost perfect) position but at the 
end I got the picture I wanted and a painful arm.
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Sophia Soo  (China)

Title :    Glowing in the dark 

Critters name :   Nudibranch

Location taken :   Tulamben, Bali, Indonesia

Personal Website :  facebook.com/sophia.soo.12

Camera :    Canon G15 

Housing :  Canon WP-DC48

Additional equipment add on :  Sola 1200

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/60 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Get the exposure right. With practice you'll begin to guess the right setting. Watch the movement of the Nudibranch, analyse how they move? 
Where are their favourite places to stand? What are their idiosyncrasies? Facial expressions? Favourite postures?

Watch for background and foreground clutter. A fantastic moment captured against a messy background will ultimately be a messy shot, while a 
fantastic moment captured against a fantastic background will be a fantastic shot.
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Claudia Peyer (Switzerland)

Title :    Live and let die

Critters name :   Pigmy Squid Eats Crinoid Shrimp

Location taken :   Raja Ampat, Indonesia

Personal Website :  www.reefart.com

Camera :    Olympus OMD

Housing :    Nauticam

Lens :  Olympus 60 mm Macro

Strobes :   2 x INON Z-240

Dioptre :  INON UCL 165

Additional equipment add on :  Sola 500 

Camera Setting :    F14, 1/100 sec, ISO 200

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

During this night dive I was looking for very small stuff. I was searching in the crinoids for crinoid shrimps and more. The 
cuttlefish was only 5 to 7 mm and he was moving slow in front of a crinoid. I was focusing him and when I was looking through 
the viewfinder, I saw, that he catches something. So this was the reason for the slow movements. After a closer look I also 
saw the shrimp. The problem with this shot was, that the shrimp was shiny (too much flash would destroy the picture) and the 
shrimp was dark (flash enough was necessary to make the shrimp visible). It was very hard to focus the eyes of both animals 
but after 3 shots I got them.
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Edward Cheong (Singapore)

Title :    Moon walker

Critters name :   Moon snail 

Location taken :   Bali, Indonesia 

Camera :    Canon G15

Housing :    Nauticam

Strobes :   Sea&Sea YS-01

Dioptre :  INON UCL 165 and Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This photo was taken at the north coast of Bali-Puri Jati, where the dive site is a gentle sloping dark volcanic 
sandy bottom.

Shallow dive in this area is generally about 8-12 meters, visibility was about 5-8 meters during the month of Aug 
when the photo was taken.

http://facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com
http://facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com
http://uwmacrophotographers.com
http://uwmacrophotographers.com


Issue 17  -  2013Page 31 Copyright ©  facebook.uwmacrophotographers.com  and  www.uwmacrophotographers.com

Jim Chen (Taiwan)

Title :    Hitching a ride

Critters name :  Emperor shrimp on 
                          T-bar Nudibranch

Location taken :   Northeast Coast, Taiwan 

Camera :    Panasonic GX1

Housing :    Nauticam

Lens :  Panasonic 45mm Macro

Strobes :   INON Z-240 

Dioptre :  Subsee +10

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/160 sec, ISO 160

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

There is a high chance to see it at Northeast Coast, Taiwan. Summer (early July through late September) to be 
most suitable for the season.

During this time, some emperor shrimp will take different nudibranchs, including T-bar nudibranch, Spanish 
dancer, Pacific thecacera etc.  Very interesting phenomenon.
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Carol D. Cox (USA)

Title :    Adrift

Critters name :   Shelled pteropod (Pteropod sp)

Location taken :   Mexico Beach, Florida, USA 

Personal Website :  www.pbase.com/Carol202

Camera and Housing :    Canon G15 and Ikelite

Strobes :   Ikelite DS 161

Dioptre :  Subsee +5

Camera Setting :    F8, 1/60 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

I took this photo on my safety stop where planktonic creatures 
and salps drifted by. This creature looked like a tiny purple fruitfly.  
I did not use zoom so I could get my macro lens right up to the 
tiny subject.  Although I could see the macro lens frame, I find it 
is easier to get a shot this way since it is impossible to focus on 
tiny subjects when zoomed out.  It's important to get the subject 
right in the centre of the lens, which isn't easy since many of 
these creatures try to swim away.  I cropped out the macro lens 
frame in post processing.
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Dennis M. Corpuz (Philippines)

Title :    Thin Green 

Critters name :   Halimeda Ghostpipe Fish (Solenostomus halimeda)

Location taken :   Anilao, Batangas, Philippines

Personal Website :  www.anilaocritter.com

Camera and Housing :    Canon G10 and Canon WP-DC28

Strobes :   Internal Flash

Camera Setting :    F3.5, 1/60 sec, ISO 80

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

Deep down about 18-20 meters, I was just using a program mode 
(P) with ND-Filter on (Neutral Density settings). The settings I used 
really adds up to minimise the ambient light while applying very little 
internal flash. Shooting upward with the sunlight behind helps a lot 
to increase the colour and details.
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Johnny Chiu (Taiwan)

Title :    A proud hole owner 

Critters name :  Blenny

Location taken :   North Coast, Taiwan

Personal Website :  facebook.com/JOHNNY326

Camera :    Panasonic GF1

Housing :    10 BAR

Lens :  Leica 45mm Macro Lens

Strobes :   2 x INON Z-240 

Dioptre :  Subsee +10 

Camera Setting :    F11, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This little guy living in every time shore dive undergoes on the road, every time diver close to him, he always 
stuck his head out, Diver just keep normal breathing and slowly close to him, then you can take like this 
pictures very easy.
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Jim Garin (USA)

Title :    Face to face with a Two Claw Shrimp

Critters name :  Two Claw Shrimp 
                          (Brachycarpus biunguiculatus)

Location taken :   Leeward side of St Kitts, Nevis 

Personal Website :  facebook.com/jim.garin

Camera :    Panasonic GX1

Housing :    Nauticam

Lens :  Leica 45mm Macro Lens

Strobes :   2 x Sea&Sea YS1 

Dioptre :  2 x Olympus Macro Wetlens 

Camera Setting :    F16, 1/160 sec, ISO 160

Additional information or tips about how to get this photo : 

This is one of a few types of images that can only be taken with a smaller camera and strobes. The 45mm macro lens allows more depth of 
field for the same field of view and F stop, so while F16 is starting to reduce resolution, it is still at a level where one can see all the tiny detail.  
Working very close to the shrimp also reduces back-scatter.

Putting the strobes next to the lens will result in some back-scatter, but not doing so results in these transparent shrimp being washed out, as 
the colour is only on the outside shell.  

This is a very fast moving shrimp, so speed of shooting the image is critical.  One has to have the strobes correctly positioned and be ready to 
shoot.  In this case the camera was pre-focused on the edge of the sponge, with the strobes set to take the picture.
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The Most number 1 - 2 - 3 LIKE 
On the UWMP PAGE in August 2013
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1. Dave Bretherton

708 LIKEs
3. Mike Bartick

522 LIKEs

2. Robyn Churchhill

613 LIKEs

The Underwater Macro Photographers Facebook Page is a showcase of our member’s best and most interesting photos picked by our team of 
administrators and selected from our Facebook Group. 
We predominantly choose photos that have been very popular in the Group, but occasionally we select shots that were not as popular that we feel 
deserved more attention than they received.
These photos almost always have an excellent response once posted to the Page – showing us that there is a distinct difference in the dynamic of 
the Group and Page (the group being more of a social community of photographers and the Page is purely a showcase of photography to a much 
wider audience.)
We posted 180 photos in the month of August and gained 1,412 new Page members.
Statistics from Facebook tell us that these 180 photos generated 71,740 Facebook stories (due to Likes, Comments and Shares) and therefore 
were displayed on Facebook user’s Newsfeeds and Tickers (members and non-members worldwide) 936,043 times!
Here are the top 3 most liked images for the month of August:

Article by Chris Kroll
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The Most number 1 - 2 - 3 
LIKE On the UWMP PAGE 
in September 2013
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1. Ken Thongpila

1,077 LIKEs
3. Gayle Van Leer

747 LIKEs
2. Shigeru Harazaki

944 LIKEs

In September we posted 167 images to the Page and had 930 members join 
us bringing our total membership count to 13,694!

Facebook Statistics indicate that the 167 images posted in September 
generated 68,595 Facebook stories (due to Likes, Comments and Shares) 
and therefore were displayed on Facebook user’s Newsfeeds and Tickers 
(both members and non-members worldwide) 892,832 times! 

These are the top 3 most liked images from the month of September:
Article by Chris Kroll
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2013 August Theme “Nudibranch” Winners

Chris Cunnold Mike Bartick
Bent Christensen
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2013 September Theme “Shrimp” Winners

Enrico Pati Domy Tripodi
Matteo Visconti
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Spotlight UW Macro Photographer

Favourite macro diving trip (Holiday):  
Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Favourite macro subjects:  
Parasites

Bent Christensen
(Sweden)
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-: Equipment for Macro photograph :-

Camera :  Canon EOS 7D

Lens :  Canon 60mm and 100mm L Macro

Housing :   Nauticam

Strobe :     INON Z240

Dioptre :  SubSee 10 
Additional equipment add on :  Sola 600 focus 
lights and Sola ultraviolet set up  

I have done underwater photography around ten 
years. Currently I spend around two to three months 
every year diving with my camera. I lead dive trips 
now and offer photo and coral reef ecology themed 
courses on my trips. I also do quite a lot of top side 
photography as well, mainly highlighting rainforest 
motives.

I work as an ecologist on a Swedish university, and 
have during the years specialised on tropical ecology. 
Thus I use my own pictures a lot in my teaching, and 
to some extent also in the research I do. My pictures 
are published quite a lot in different contexts on NGO 
web sites, official reports, university publications, 
newspapers and even in a coming TED talk. Finally, a 
book featuring my pictures will be published this fall.

Photography is more or less the only reason I dive, so, 
when planning dive trips, I look for dive operations that 
guarantee small groups, long dives and great dive 
guides. Luckily, such places are often run by great 
people, so nowadays I can combine diving with 
meeting up with the friends that one makes doing this 
kind of weird activity.

Yellow lipped sea krait (Laticauda colubrina),
1/200 sec; F/16; ISO 160

Peacock mantis shrimp, 
(Odontodactylus scyllarus),

1/100 sec; F/11; ISO 160
http://bentmedia.me
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Bent’s Portfolio

Fluorescent Fungia hard coral, 1/125 sec; F/11; ISO 640

Boxer crab (Lybia tesselata) with eggs,
1/100 sec; F/20; ISO 160

Saddleback anemonefish with cleaner shrimp in 
anemone, 1/100 sec; F/13; ISO 200

Demon stinger (Inimicus didactylus), 1/160 sec; F/20; ISO 160

Crocodilian snake eel (Brachysomophis crocodilinus)
1/160 sec; F/20; ISO 160

Candy crab  (Hoplophrys oatesi) 1/160 sec; F/16; ISO 160

Harlequin shrimp (Hymenocera elegans) 1/125 sec; F/13; ISO 160

Emperor shrimp (Periclimenes imperator) on spanish dancer, 
1/100 sec; F/9; ISO 160

Juvenile puffer, 1/125 sec; F/13; ISO 160
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Spotlight UW Macro Photographer

Favourite macro diving trip (Holiday):  
Lembeh Strait, Indonesia

Favourite macro subjects:  
Crab and Shrimp

Matteo Visconti
(Italy)
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Born in the city of fashion, Milan, when I was 12yo I couldn’t wait summer season to go on holiday 
in south Italy with my parents. Armed with mask and fins I’ve spent hours and hours in the cold 
tirrenean sea, water temperature 18°C 

My father’s decided to tie me a buoy with written “sub” because I always used to swim very far. My 
first camera has been a disposable film camera until I turned 16 yo. After almost 10 years, lost 
between disco and parties in the night life, when I turned 25yo I heard again the call of sea and in 
the red sea in march 2000 I took my OWD. In 2006 I bought my first underwater camera a canon g7 
with canon housing. I’ve fallen in love with macro pictures so in 2009 I bought my first reflex a canon 
500D with canon lens 100macro in sea&sea housing but just in 2010 I learned to shoot in manual. 2 
years later (2012) the big step at full frame, canon 5D MK II and until today, with more than 300 
dives all around the world, I’m appreciating the quality of the full frame sensor with the quality of 
canon lens. Dive by dive I’m improving my skills using snoot, playing with the lights and the strobes, 
changing point of view, subjects and background. I love to take pictures of our beautiful creatures 
that inhabit our ocean and share it to promote their conservation.

Crinoid Shrimp
1/100s – F/13 – ISO100

Thorny Seahorse
1/100s – F/18 – ISO100

www.matteovisconti.com

-: Equipment for Macro photograph :-

Camera :  Canon 5D Mark II

Lens :  Canon 100mm L Macro

Housing :   Isotta

Strobe :     2 x Sea&Sea 110a

Dioptre :  SubSee 10 
Additional equipment add on :  Snoot 
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Mandarin Fishes, 1/80s – F/10 – ISO200Crab, 1/100s – F/25 – ISO100Nudibranch, 1/125s – F/8 – ISO100

Xeno Crab, 1/160s – F/25 – ISO100Juvenile Batfish, 1/125s – F/22 – ISO100Nudibranch, 1/100s – F/14 – ISO100

Anemone Tube, 1/125s – F/11 – ISO100Imperator Shrimp, 1/100s – F/20 – ISO100Mantis Shrimp With Eggs, 1/160s – F/29 – ISO100
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FOCUS ON COMPACT CAMERAS 
Part... 11 Reef Art

by	  Henry	  	  Jager
www.conartix-photo.ch

Flying over the reef: A dream of every diver! We macro photographers 
know, that by slowing down our movement, we enter a new paradise.  
It's the macro paradise full of crazy creatures, a normal diver rarely 
and a landlubber never sees. Now, it's time to change our view again.

Instead of searching for creatures, we look for patterns. There is no 
decorator crab on the coral? Not even a goby? What a pity, but let's 
spend some time and have a real close look at the coral surface and 
perform some "Reef-Art Photography". 

Reef Art - Fine Art

Reef Art is dealing with patterns built by structures, lines and colours. 
Pattern we usually don't see and therefore have a huge potential to 
surprise the audience. But with this, the need for more explanations 
comes along. Reef Art is an abstract art and abstract art can only 
convince if it is made of highest quality.  We have to reach out for 
Fine Art Photography. This means an artful approach of the subject, 
an attractive blend of sharpness and bokeh, low grain, best colours 
and contrast, the less cropping as possible and a perfect post 
processing.
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The tightrope walks from "boring" to "exciting"

Repeating patterns can be boring or exciting. It's important more than 
ever to take care of the composition. Diagonal lines, unexpected views, 
or just beautiful areas attract the spectators. Sometimes you manage 
to picture with a "coloured electron microscope look" feeling.  Breaking 
the pattern with an element can also increase the tension but can also 
make the Reef Art turn into, for example, an animal shot. Give your 
picture a feeling of depth. Don't choose always a right angle view. 
Watch your picture with high criticism to separate the boring ones from 
the exciting ones. 

Reef Art: Discovering the hidden beauties of the reef

Reef Art - Stony Coral 
Surface

To start with Reef  Art, have a 
look at non-moving subjects 
like stony corals. 

Olympus E-5, Zuiko 50mm 
macro lens + 1,4x TC, INON 
UCL 165 AD, 2x INON Z240. 

1/250s, f/14, ISO100

Light and lenses

Some of the reef's patterns can be easier found than others. Some are 
really small. This fact makes us macro photographers to be the 
predestinated Reef Art photographers. To be able to perform really 
surprising pictures you need close up lenses. Regardless if you're 
using a compact cam or a camera with interchangeable lenses: Wet 
diopters are very useful. It can be an advantage to have not so strong 
ones but stackable ones  of high quality to fit every situation. 

Take care of your lights! You are approaching the structures very close. 
A proper positioning of the strobes is important to avoid shadows of the 
lens port or of the subject itself if the strobes lit a bit from behind and 
don't hit the front side. On the other side it can be very exciting to test 
new lighting positions like the backlight. But these issues you know 
from super macro photography as well.

Reef Art - Feather 
Duster Worm

Moving subjects are 
quite more difficult to 
compose. Don't give 
up! Try to predict the 
influence of the current 
on the subject.

Olympus OM-D E-M5, 
m.Zuiko 60mm macro 
lens, 2x INON Z240. 

1/250s, f/14, ISO100
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Recommended subjects

Regarding the small depth of field, the need for an exact composition and the 
new situation I recommend to start with non-moving subjects. A mushroom 
coral for example has bigger structures and is very patient to your exercises. 
You have it? Let's try smaller patterns: Stony corals, for example or the 
polyps of an Octocoral or the skin of a starfish. 

Anemones like the Beaded Sea Anemone give also nice subjects as the fins 
of a scorpion fish, scales of many colored fish (way more difficult to take) or 
the Feather Duster Worms (let's hope for absent current) do. Have a look at 
nudibranches. Sometimes their skin is very interesting. Sometimes you can 
do something with the gills. You do yourself a favor by not choosing the one-
inch tall animal to shoot its gills. 

Sometimes, big animals are attractive Reef Art subjects, too.  I remember the 
encounter with the Bumphead Parrotfishes at the Liberty Wreck in Tulamben. 
Of course, I had macro mounted. From such situations you learn to think out 
of the box and act creatively.  

I hope I could inspire you for the next dives and wish you happy shooting!

Reef Art - Bumphead Parrotfish
Meeting big fish with macro gear leads to unexpected pictures. Figure out 
exciting details for a nice Reef Art. To avoid a boring, flat picture of  scales, 
include a break like the fin.
Olympus E-5, Zuiko 50mm macro lens, 2x INON Z240. 1/250s, f/5.6, ISO200

Reef Art- 
Scorpionfish Fin

Patterns on fins can be 
interesting, too. Try to 
give your Reef Art 
s o m e d e p t h , f o r 
example by avoiding a 
right-angled view  and 
adding a small the 
d e p t h o f  f i e l d . 
Compare this topic 
with the Parrotf ish 
picture.
Olympus E-5, Zuiko 
50mm macro lens, 
INON UCL 165 AD, 2x 
INON Z240.  

1/250s, f/11, ISO200

Reef Art - Beaded Sea Anemone
What's  this? This is underwater? Surprise your audience with never seen 
views. Beaded Sea Anemone. 
Olympus E-5, Zuiko 50mm macro lens + 1,4x TC, 2x INON Z240. 
1/250s, f/7.1, ISO250
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Photographing Allied 
Cowries (Ovulids)

by	  Steve	  Smith
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Background

Ovulids or allied cowries (Family Ovulidae) are closely related to the true 
cowries (Family Cypraeidae) but, unlike their better-known cousins, little 
is known about their biology, ecology and taxonomy. One of the main 
reasons for this is that ovulids are generally small, relatively fragile and 
can be very hard to find. All ovulids are carnivores, feeding primarily on 
different species of colonial cnidarians including fleshy soft corals, sea 
pens, gorgonians and black corals. Some feed exclusively on a single 
type of host while others can be found across a range of different 
species. Like the true cowries, ovulids have a shiny, globe-shaped or 
elongated shell covered by a thin layer of tissue which creates the shell. 
This tissue, the mantle, also provides amazing camouflage which can 
closely mimic the colour, pattern and texture of their primary hosts.

Cuspivolva tigris
Nikon D40X, 60mm lens, 2 x Inon D2000

1/200, f22, ISO 200

Shooting 

I use a 60mm or 105mm lens to shoot ovulids, and try for a high f-stop to 
maximise the depth of field (DoF). More recently I have been using a dry 
dioptre (+1) on my 105mm lens (mainly as I don’t yet own wet dioptres) 
which allows me to get a little closer without losing too much DoF. I try to 
shoot at f22 or higher.

The first step in shooting ovulids is finding them, which can be quite 
difficult until you know a little about their host preferences and learn to 
differentiate them from their background. While larger species sit out in 
the open (e.g. the large egg cowry and its close relative, the costellate 
egg cowry), most animals will hide in the branches or on the surfaces of 
their host and so active searching is usually necessary. The mantle on 
some ovulids can mimic the host so well that they are almost impossible 
to detect. My general approach is to search using a torch and by gently 
moving the branches of host corals with a small metal probe. Areas of 
damaged tissue are often an indication of ovulid feeding so this is a good 
place to start your search.

Once you’ve found your ovulid, the next challenge is to find an angle that 
allows you to take a decent image. As ovulids often hide in the nooks 
and crannies of their host, you will find that this can be a very frustrating 
process. There is little doubt that the best images of ovulids are those in 
which at least one eye is clearly visible and in focus. This poses a 
challenge in itself – which is the front and which is the back? This may 
be obvious if the animal is active but, more often than not, it takes a bit of 
working out (taking a preliminary image and viewing it on your LCD 
display at higher magnification can help here). Be aware that most 
ovulids will withdraw their heads when disturbed so you need to be both 
careful and patient.

Given the complex structure of most ovulid hosts, the next challenge is to 
position your strobes to light the subject. My starting configuration is 
usually to have one of my strobes directly above the camera (12 o’clock) 
with edge lighting directed onto the subject. I use the other strobe to fill in 
shadows and so the position and angle are dependent on the situation. 
However, I usually find that a strobe at 3 or 9 o’clock does the job. 
Another thing to think about with lighting is that ovulid hosts are 
suspension feeders which thrive in relatively turbid habitats. This means 
that you will need to minimise the risk of backscatter by getting close and 
using edge lighting wherever possible.

Finally, while I don’t claim expertise in this area, finding that creative 
combination of angle and lighting makes all the difference between a 
good image and one which really has that “wow” factor.
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A mating pair of Phenacovolva gracilis. Nikon D40X, 18-55mm 
lens (@52), 2 x INON D20000 - 1/200, f16, ISO 200

Phenacovolva rosea head on. Nikon D600, 105mm lens, 
+1 Hoya Dioptre, 2 x INON D2000 1/200, f22, ISO 200

Procalpurnus lacteus.
Nikon D40X, 60mm lens, 
2 x INON D2000 
1/160, f16, ISO 100

Calpurnus verrucosus
Nikon D600, 105mm lens

2 x INON D2000
1/160, f14, ISO 200

Juvenile Cuspivolva draperi. Nikon D40X, 60mm lens, 
2 x INON D2000 1/100, f20, ISO 100

Phenacovolva cf. angasi. Nikon D40X, 18-55mm lens 
(@55), 2 x INON D2000 1/100, f16, ISO 200

Prosimnia semperi. Nikon D40X, 60mm lens, 2 x INON D2000 
1/100, f18, ISO 100

Globovula cavanaghi (right). Nikon D40X, 60mm lens, 
2 x INON D2000 1/60, f16, ISO 100
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by Chris Spence

UWMP 1st  Meeting at 
Tulemben, Bali
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One of the last comments I made in my article on Tulamben in 
eNews edition 3 was that I don’t think that would be my last visit 
somehow. Well I am glad to say it was not. I am back again and this 
time in an official capacity (with a bit of leisure thrown in) as Co-host 
of the Inaugural Underwater Macro Photographers Dive Team trip to 
Tulamben Bali with the group Creator Ken Thongpila!

The event was hosted at the Liberty Dive Resort with divers from 
around the globe including; Taiwan, Switzerland, Australia, 
Philippines, Singapore, Dubai and Indonesia.  

Day One  arrival day. Once everyone in UWMP Dive Team arrived, 
checked in and settled at the resort festivities began. 4 teams were 
established and each team was presented with their UWMP and 
Liberty Resort Tee Shirts and then introduced to their guides and 
given a presentation on what to expect over the next 4 days of 
diving. Algae Shrimp, Hairy Shrimp, Donut Doto + many other Nudi’s 
too many to name, Harlequin Shrimps, Rhinopias, Frog Fish, Ornate 
Ghost Pipefish, Skeleton Shrimps, the list was endless…The 
excitement was building…everyone was raring to go!  Dinner was 
served and we were treated to a traditional Balinese dance by a 
Local group! A great start to the meeting.

Day Two and down to business everyone was up early and Bob the Builder 
AKA Mr Plan B or Erik K F Goossens to his friends was called into action to 
provide hardware support services for a faulty housing  which was appreciated 
by the slightly anxious owner! Then the diving began in earnest, from this point 
on everything was a bit of a blur. Teams deciding on where they want to dive; 
The Liberty Wreck, The Wreck Slope, Coral Gardens, The Drop Off, Seraya, 
Melasti, Kebu or Sedum. The last two dive locations are new to me. As the days 
diving grew to a close the excitement as members were reviewing their days 
endeavors was clear to hear,  whilst waiting for the evening festivities to 
begin…..Oooo, Ahhh said the crowd. WOW what an awesome sight all 
members gathered in their UWMP Dive Team Shirts sat down for dinner. Ken 
delivered the first presentation of the event on the subject of Sharing, Learning 
and Inspiring each other. Ken had everyone captivated with how he goes about 
his art and how he learns from others to improve himself. The night was ended 
with a group photo with everyone in his or her Shirt…………Awesome!

Day Three  and everyone was pumped I spent the evening looking at shots on the 
group page hoping to inspire myself for the days diving ahead!  As I made my way 
over to the Pool area for dinner after a great days diving I had a slight sense of 
deja vous, “Ooooo Ahhhhhh, look at this one!!” Was all I could hear, I smiled it 
was fantastic to hear everyone having a great time.

Tonight everyone had his 
or her Liberty Resort Shirt 
on which was another 
awesome sight. As we 
finished another great 
buffet dinner we were 
ready for a very special 
presentation from a couple 
of special guests. Mr. Chris 
Cunnold ably assisted by 
h i s p a r t n e r W e n d y 
Hutchinson were extremely 
gracious  to  take  time out 
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Day Four and we were on the home stretch before we all got stuck 
into another awesome dinner all the members arranged their Rigs 
on the Resort Dining Hall steps for the Equipment shot. We 
calculated with all the housings, cameras and lenses that there was 
approximately 250 to 300k’s worth of equipment brought to this 
event. Mind Blowing! Dinner was served and again the Liberty 
Resort staff put on another fantastic buffet. As the feast came to an 
end we settled down to a couple of presentations. The main event 
being a superb presentation on how to market yourself and your 
images commercially by none other than Mr Plan B - Erik K F 
Goossens!  He took us on his journey how he started to promote 
himself and gave us insights on his ideas on how to use his images 
commercially. It was very revealing and in some ways a simple but 
very effective approach!  Just thinking outside the box. Thank You 
Erik it was great.  Before that great presentation the support act was 
none other than myself just to get the crowd warmed up for Erik. 
Just a simple little presentation on how to choose your style and 
how I choose mine. All in the name of Inspiring and Sharing the 
motto of UWMP. 

from their extended holiday in Tulamben to deliver a great 
presentation on Nudibranchs that can be found in the Tulamben 
region and Nudi shooting techniques.  Chris and Wendy I know Ken 
and I have said it a few times now, Thank You for taking time during 
your holiday to be a part of this. We were also very happy to have 
Tulamben photographic royalty amongst us on this great evening 
as Jeff and Dawn Mullins joined us for the evening, and Jeff even 
took the night end Group shot and all I remember him saying was 
“Chris are you that blind?” as he was trying to use my camera. Jeff 
and Dawn also made themselves available to Ken, Myself and 
other members during the event even with their extremely busy 
schedules. Just awesome, Thank You Jeff and Dawn.

Day Five  Sniff sniff it was all coming to an end. Great last days diving simply 
because Mr Plan B fixed the handle on my housing, followed up with some great 
images. What a guy!  Ken was busy in the afternoon getting each members best 
image from the trip for a final showcase later in the evening. But as always Dinner 
was served. It was time for Ken and I to thank Wayan and all his staff for their 
fantastic service and generous hospitality and for each team to say goodbye to 
their guides followed by an all-in group photo!. Then it was awards time. The 
excitement mounted….

Most Improved Photographer – Adele Pearce
Techno Geek – Enzo Chen
Most Nudi Species – Patrik Good

Special thanks award to Chris Cunnold and Wendy 
Hutchinson and finally a well deserved Thank You to 
Ken Thongpila. This event would not have happened if 
it were not for his hard work, effort and coordination 
both in the creation and during the event. Then it was 
showcase time! Each Dive Team Member submitted 
one or two of their favorite images taken during the 
trip. Some truly outstanding images were taken during 
the 5 days and can be viewed in this edition of the 
eNews.

Ken you have started something very special that I was proud to be a part of. 
Thanks buddy! I can’t wait till next year!

More photo on the next page...
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We have also included the favourite photos from the members 
who came on this trip, on the following pages....
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Tony Anstiss
Canon 600D and 60mm Macro 

F20, 1/200 sec, ISO 200

Ken Thongpila
Canon 500D, 100mm Macro & Subsee +5

F22, 1/160 sec, ISO 200

Elsie Tseng
Canon 60D and 60mm Macro & INON +6

F3.5, 1/120 sec, ISO 100

Taiwan Stone
Nikon D800 and 60mm Macro 

Aquatica +10 - F30, 1/100 sec, ISO 100

Linda Yeh
Canon 550D and 60mm Macro Aquatica +10

F11, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Chris Cunnold
Canon 7D and 60mm Macro BluSnoot 

F22, 1/1600 sec, ISO 100

Andrew Woo
Canon 7D and 100mm Macro +5 F.I.T.

F16, 1/100 sec, ISO 400

The favourite 
photos from 
the members 
who came on 

this trip
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Erwin Lota
Olympus EPM-1 and 60mm Macro

F2.8, 1/160 sec, ISO 200

Kervin Pamintuan
Canon G 15 - Stack +6 & +7 INON

F2.8, 1/320 sec, ISO 100

Lin Chin Nan
Canon 650D and 60mm Macro & Seatool +10

F6.3 1/125 sec, ISO 200

Patrik Good
Canon G12 and Stack +5 & +8 F.I.T.

F5, 1/125 sec, ISO 100

Kim Dinh
Canon G15 

F8, 1/60 sec, ISO 100

Chris Spence
Nikon D300s and105mm VR & +2 dry Diopter

Subsee +10 - F20, 1/160 sec, ISO 100

Dzung
Sealife

F3.4, 1/86 sec, ISO 100

Enzo Chen
Canon 60D and 60mm Macro & Nauticam +10

F32 1/100 sec, ISO 100

Adele Pearce
Canon

F8, 1/60 sec, ISO 100
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Resort Rating: 5 (Excellent)

Dive Operator Rating: 5 (Excellent)
Dive Guide Rating:  5 (Excellent)

Macro Diving Activity Rating: 5 (Excellent)
Marine Life Rating:  5 (Excellent)

Visibility:  12-18 Metres

Overall Rating:  5 (Excellent)

Liberty Dive Resort

Website:  www.libertydiveresort.com

Resort Manager :  Wayan

e-mail : libertydiveresort@gmail.com

Erik K F Goossens

Wendy Hutchison

Nikon D90
105mm Macro
BluSnoot
F32, 1/160 sec, ISO 200

Ken Thongpila
Canon 500D, 100mm Macro & Subsee +10

F18, 1/125 sec, ISO 200

Chris Spence

Nikon D300s
105mm VR
+2 dry Diopter
F20, 1/200 sec, ISO 100

Nikon D800
Nikkor105 mm
Subsee +10 
F20, 1/200 sec, ISO 200
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Monthly Theme Photo Competition
November Theme is “Cephalopod”

Guidelines For Entering The Competition 

1. All photos must be uploaded into the “2013 November Cephalopod” folder, link above.
2. Maximum of 2 photo submissions per member, submitting more than 2 photos 
        will result in disqualification.
3. Photos at the longest side must be a minimum of 720px. 
4. Photos must have Camera, Housing, Setting and Location details.
5. Popular votes will NOT be used to judge the winner.
6. The photos must have been taken within the last 2 years (November 2011-2013).
7. The photos must accurately reflect the month’s theme.
8. The photos must not have won a major prize in any competition.
9. Starting from 1st and ending on 25th of each month. 

The Prize

The winner each month will have their profile published and examples of their work on 2-3 
pages in the UWMP eNews, as the “Spotlight Macro Photographer”.

Hopefully in the near future we will have some great sponsors so we can have more exciting 
prizes.

The results will be announced on the UwMacroPhotographers.com website
and UWMP Facebook Group at the end of each month
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2013 Ocean Art Photo Competition Previous winners from our group members

1st Place SuperMacro Category - Patricia Gunderson
Nikon D70, Nikkor 105mm with a 1.4x Tamron teleconverter, 
Sea&Sea YS 250 and YS 120 - F20, 1/40sec, 200 ISO

1st Place Nudibranch Category - Salvatore Lanniello

Nikon D700, Nikon 105mm Macro and 2 x Ikelite 200 
F32, 1/250 sec, ISO 200

Over $75,000 worth of prizes
including over 35 liveaboard and scuba diving resort packages

Here are the matching categories for our UWMP members to submit :-
For DSLR

• Macro                             • SuperMacro
• Marine Life Behaviour      • Portrait
• Cold/ Temperate             • Nudibranchs
• Novice dSLR

For Compact Camera 

• Marine Life Behaviour      • Macro

The deadline is November 14, 2013 

For more information please visit :
www.uwphotographyguide.com/underwater-photo-contest-2013
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Anilao Underwater 
Photo Competition Festival

The competition will be held from 4 - 8 December 2013. 
Over $30,000 worth of prizes 
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Categories
• Macro/Super Macro Photography  
• Marine Behaviour 
• Nudibranch Portrait 
• Portfolio (DOT photographer of the year)

Competition Classes
• Open Class  
• Compact Camera

Competition Mechanics
Only photos taken on the shootout dates (December 4-8, 2013) in 
the Mabini-Tingloy (commonly referred to as Anilao) will be eligible 
for entry.

Submission
All entries must be submitted before 10AM of December 8, 2013, to 
allow for enough time for judges to go through all images. Entries 
will be submitted at Acacia Resort and Dive Centre.

Awarding
Awarding ceremony and farewell party will be held on 7PM onwards 
December 8, 2013

The Philippines Department of Tourism present....
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Our 2nd UWMP Group meeting is on  16-21 September 2014  at Liberty Dive Resort in Tulamben, Bali, 
Indonesia for 6 days 5 nights. 
After great success of our first meeting in Tulamben, all members who came to our first meeting 
enjoyed the beautiful food, relaxing with resort facilities, diving and meeting other group members each 
night. For those reasons, we would like to announce that we will have a second meeting again there.
Please select the type of room you wish to stay. There are 4 different room types, one room can 
accommodate 1-2 people. 
           Cost is for 5 nights at :-
- Deluxe Garden Cottage US$325           - Standard Garden Cottage US$275
- Deluxe Resort Rooms US$275              - Standard Resort Room US$225
           Diving package US$415
Included :-
1. 12 Dives, can be 12 dives (daytime) or 10 dives (daytime) and 2 night dives.
2. Group pick up around 10:30am on 16 September 2014 around Kuta and Airport areas
3. Group drop off around 12:30am on 21 September 2014 to Kuta hotels and Airport
4. All breakfasts and buffet dinners
5. 2-3 divers per 1 dive guide
6. Tanks and weights
7. Free Nitrox if you are certified
8.    Free UWMP Group T-Shirt and Liberty Dive Resort T-Shirt

                        Example cost if you pick a Standard Resort Room 
                        US$225 (for room) + US$415 (Dive Package) = US$640 
Excluded :-
1. Lunch (as everyone might arrange different dive times)
2. Dive gear rentals
3. Arrival and departure at different times will cost US$45 per car (for 1-3 people)
As there is limited space, a 30% deposit will be required before 1 July 2014
If you need more information or want to reserve a place, please contact Ken Thongpila on Facebook  
or  email  ken.thongpila@gmail.com
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Article and graphic charts 
by Chris Spence

UWMP Survey Results 
What photo editing software do you use?

  

Well there is a surprise……OK not really, as with 
the previous time this question was put to the 
group Photoshop CS is still the photo editing 
software of choice followed closely by Lightroom 
and Aperture. Editing software is all about 
personal preference and budget relating to your 
role and ultimately the goal in obtaining the final 
product.

Photoshop by Adobe has long been recognised 
as the leading Photo Editing Software application 
due to its sophisticated features and functionality 
by Pro’s and Amateurs who have the budget to 
produce Publication or Competition ready shots.
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If like me (An enthusiastic hobbyist) there are a vast number of applications that can be used to obtain a satisfactory final outcome to suit 
one’s budget such as iPhoto, Corel After Shot, CaptureNx and Photoshop Elements. Some of these tools come bundled with the camera of 
choice such as CaptureNx bundled with Nikon cameras or Canon Digital Photo Professional bundled with Canon cameras and has the 
necessary tools to provide a satisfactory final product.

It is fair to say given the responses that there is a product to suit everyone’s needs. We would like to thank all those members who took the 
time to vote.
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How many years experience do you have in 
Underwater Photography?

In an effort to understand our member demographic 
a little better we asked the question how many years 
experience do our members have in underwater 
photography? This question is not really about a 
winner it was to give the group an opportunity to see 
the experience of our members. 

The results do clearly show and reflect that 
underwater photography is an activity that has really 
taken off in the last 10 years as the majority of 
members who voted having taken up the practice in 
this timeframe. What would be interesting to find out 
is how many of those members in this timeframe 
have moved on to make Underwater Photography a 
profession?
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Article and graphic charts 
by Chris Spence

On a personal level I would like to know how many members who voted in the 10+ years category are like me and still do this as a hobby? 

We would like to thank all members who took the time to vote. 
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Thank your very much for your kind support for this group and 
I hope you like this eNews and are enjoying learning with us.

For the next few issues we are looking for...

  Macro diving trip article or report 
 Tips and Tricks for UW Macro Photography 

 Any topic to help our members take better photos 
 Any interesting Photo Competitions and Shootouts 

If you have any comments or feedback or want to be part of our eNews, 
please feel free to email me at 

ken.thongpila@gmail.com
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